
 Marketing is a specialized form of art. It is the art of 

targeted appeal that relays a sense of the worthiness of the 

cause or object being considered. The New Jersey Commu-

nity Forestry Program has created conceptual artwork for a 

revolutionary method of 

marketing the Treasure Our 

Trees license plates, called 

“Tree Marketeers.” The con-

cept, brought to life by Mi-

chael D’Errico, Supervising 

Forester, is essentially a com-

munity involvement tool 

with the goal of furthering 

the sales of the Treasure our 

Trees plates. Increasing these 

sales leads to a greater num-

ber of grants offered annu-

ally to towns that fulfill the 

necessary requirements. 

Offered as two dis-

tinct marketing packages, the 

“Tree Marketeers” adult kit 

would include educational flyers and pamphlets, a display 

poster, instructions for how to best utilize the kit, a list of 

possible incentive items to be awarded based on individual 

success, and an order form for further supplies. Such incen-

tives might include coffee mugs, umbrellas, t-shirts or other 

garments, stickers, or bumper stickers. The children’s kit 

would include the same basic materials, with the addition of 

coloring books and more simplified instructions aimed at an 

audience of mainly elementary and middle-school children 

and their families. 

Target audiences include 

church youth programs, 

scouts, and school children. 

By combining the child and 

adult kits, together the two 

become a community en-

hancing joint venture for 

child and parent, or chil-

dren and teacher with the 

singular goal in mind of 

conserving and protecting 

the future of New Jersey’s 

trees, both rural and urban. 

When joined in a common 

cause, the positive effects 

of utilizing the kits for a 

greater purpose represent 

the heart of the New Jersey Community Forestry Program in 

the fundamental belief that trees enhance not only the envi-

ronment, but the community, and an enhanced community 

ensures a generation who will then in turn Treasure our 

Trees.    

Tree  marketeers 

New Jersey's trees lost a faithful friend this year with the passing of  David C. 

Shaw. Mr. Shaw faithfully served New Jersey, Monmouth County and his hometown of  

Howell with dedication and distinction. Born in Elizabeth, he was a resident of Howell for 

50 years. He served as President of the New Jersey Tree Foundation, in addition to serv-

ing as both chairman and co-chairman of the Community Forestry Council for 21 years. 

Dave was one of the original members of the Committee for the Advancement of Arbori-

culture, had one of the lowest remaining CTE numbers, and was one of the five original 

award winners of the Community Forestry Achievement Award in 1993. As Monmouth 

County Tree Superintendent, he was instrumental in facilitating several pro-tree resource 

legislative actions. The Board of Chosen Freeholders has named the Monmouth county 

arboretum in Holmdel the “David C. Shaw Arboretum” to honor his decades of tireless 

contribution and leadership. The New Jersey Community Forestry Program and the State 

Council offer their condolences and greatest respect to the family of this pioneer who is 

truly missed. 

In  memoriam:  david  c.  shaw 

Mulch Volcanoes can kill trees 

Improper mulching techniques are a common down-

fall and are among the leading causes of mortality in freshly 

planted trees. Mulch should never be piled up against the tree 

trunk. Mulching in a “volcano” shape can make the tree more 

susceptible to fungus, insects, and rodents. The volcano of 

mulch also prevents water from reaching the tree’s roots. 

Among the worst materials for mulching are fresh grass clip-

pings, organic matter, peat moss or sawdust, ground rubber 

tires and stones or pebbles. 

Mulching in the shape of a donut is the best form to 

prevent disease and damage to the tree. The best materials for 

proper mulching are chunks of bark, pine needles, wood 

chips aged for one year, or leaves that have been shredded 

and decomposed for a minimum of three months. Mulch 

should be spread six inches from the trunk at ground level 

and outward to the ends of the outreaching branches. Keep 

the mulch to a maximum depth of four inches, never allow-

ing it to gather around the trunk itself. 

Proper mulching techniques nourish the tree by as-

sisting the soil to hold water for the roots while reducing 

weeds and grass around the tree that would compete for re-

sources such as water and nutrients. Mulching also prevents 

soil erosion, which is highly damaging to the tree’s roots and 

increases the chance for the tree to become uprooted in a 

storm. Mulch helps to moderate soil temperature, which is 

much less stressful for the tree’s roots. Acting like an insulat-

ing blanket, mulch helps to cool the soil in the summer and 

warm it in the winter. The right mulch can act like a slow-

release fertilizer for the tree. 

If trees on your property are surrounded by mulch 

volcanoes, do not remove the entire volcano at once, which 

may further stress the tree as its roots may have grown up 

into the mulch volcano. The New Jersey Community Forestry 

Program suggests contacting a registered NJ Certified Tree 

Expert for suggestions on treating the tree. For more infor-

mation contact the Community Forestry Program at         

(609) 292-2532 or visit www.communityforestry.nj.gov. 

1. Trees store carbon and clean the at-

mosphere. In 50 years, one tree gener-

ates $30,000 in oxygen, recycles $35,000 

of water and removes $60,000 of air 

pollution. 

2. Trees prevent or reduce soil erosion 

3. Trees make life more pleasant by sof-

tening harsh outlines of buildings and 

reducing noise pollution.  

4. Trees screen unsightly views and pro-

vide privacy in our neighborhoods.  

5. Research shows that trees help reduce 

stress in the workplace and speed hospi-

tal patients’ recovery. 

6. Living windbreaks reduce cooling and 

heating costs, reduce wind, provide 

wildlife habitat and simply look nice. 

7. Living snowfences, strategically 

placed trees hold snow away from 

roads, reducing maintenance costs. 

8. Trees, planted as memorials, leave a 

valuable gift for future generations.  

9. Trees add brilliant colors to fall land-

scapes and following the dropping of 

the leaves, provide excellent mulch for 

the Garden State 

10. It has been proven that trees meas-

urably increase neighborhood cohesion 

and thus reduce crime rates.  

10 Reasons to Plant trees in new jersey 




