
Borough of Glen Rock 

Executive Meeting Minutes 

Monday, October 26, 2015 

 

This meeting is called pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Law.  This Meeting was 

included in a list of meeting notices sent to the Bergen Record and advertised in said 

newspaper, posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and has remained 

continuously posted as the required notices under the Statue.  In addition, a copy of this 

notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal 

Clerk. 

ROLL CALL: 

Council Member O’Hagan - present Council Member Pazan -present 

Council Member Orseck - present  Council Member Surrago -present 

Council Member Nogara - present  Council Member Martin - present 

Mayor van Keuren – present 

Robert Garibaldi, Borough Attorney – present 

Lenora Benjamin, Borough Administrator – present 

Jacqueline Scalia, Borough Clerk - present 

 

Mayor – presentation from the Borough Engineer. 

Mr. Ascolese – I was asked to take a look at the parking in the downtown area.  I looked at the 

reports from Bertin Engineers earlier this year.  I looked at all four locations.  You have about 

98% being occupied you have Schubert Organization coming in and you will be short 

approximately 50 spots.  Would like to sit with Borough officials and talk long and short term.  

In immediate future might be a decrease of commuter parking stickers and make adjustments as 

need, talk of some need of a parking structure would be long term. Spoke with walker parking 

from NYC that will come and talk with you next week for some preliminary number $18 – 22 K 

per parking space.  Maybe something on how to approach this if the borough to build or partner 

with a builder.  Open to discussion and I will review those options, but you are pretty much 

maxed out at what you can do in the downtown area. 

Mayor – I see the need to be moderately increasing in the short term if it can be done without 

structures fine and I also see what other towns are doing. 



Mr. Ascolese – you have 514 commuter stalls that maybe should be turned into employee 

parking.  Need to look at that balance, parking sticker come due in January I can give you some 

recommendations.   

Mayor – it not something that is easily or simply resolved.   

Mr. Ascolese – nothing to work with, but manage what we have so we can buy time, until you 

decide what we want to do. If the council would like to consider I can set up a meeting with 

Walker and explore other options.  

Mayor – sounds like a good idea. 

All agree to meet with Walker Parking.   

Lenora Benjamin – we never been maxed out before. But we are maxed out.  We need to review, 

we need to review next meeting and make some adjustments, before January.  Maybe we need to 

reallocate some of these spots for employees. 

Nogara – even a short term fix is complexed also.  It will be a hit to the tax bill with the loss of 

revenue.  Its complex, I’m welcoming the walker parking.  

Council member Martin – we should be sure there is and end game.  

Council member Orseck – we know there are 53 people coming.  Do we know how many of the 

53 will cars have. 

Mr. Ascolese – right now I would say those 53 people would be driving from what I see in 

Hackensack.   

Council member Orseck – Schubert did tell us the 80 would be bussed in. 

 

First Light –  

Mayor – First light to talk about Glen Court to make more approachable and comfortable to live 

in.  

Boyd & Mary Ann McBride – I started First light three years ago,  she is my liaison, one thing 

about the seniors and senior services, you learn how much Glen Rock already does for their 

seniors, putting the website together brings it all out.  Relay for life we donated for that, 

community church, life member of the VFW. Well intergraded with the community, Facebook 

groups we opened in 2012 in the galleria mall.  We offer health and wellness talks at the library 

anything that seniors could use, we meet with leaders on what we can do to help.  Our 

community focus.  Independent living target senior 65 -85 then turn over to assisted living is a 

concept that is left behind.  Residents like the independent living , they don’t want to become 

assisted living, glen court are asking for new carpeting in apartments and hallways,  upgrade 

kitchen sink and counter tops, walk in shower for safety, repair pluming, windows, hvac.  Now 

you have the other side.  Modern facility, welcoming environment, 24 hour entry presence.   

Maybe something to spruce up the building overhead to pull up to, chairs on the outside.  



Looking at safety, camera additional services, shopping care services, activity desk movie room, 

and game room.  We know bond comes up June 2016.  What does that effect?  You have 

unlicensed care givers.   I spend my days dealing with the families, client and care givers.  Crisis 

Intervention way to serve the elder faster.  Monitor overhaul health and safety of residents.  

First light – licensed in New Jersey 

Work directly with Board of nursing  

Bonded & Insured employment verification & provide training and education.   

How do we manage change, you have a facility owed by the borough manage the culture 

independence vs safety , Upgrade rooms & improve safety, add camera in the entrance hall, 

manage nursing visits  

First light serviced – cluster care services, reduced minimum hours, onsite presence, group 

activities and social interaction, monitoring, personal emergency response system, other safety & 

reduces response time.  Partnership – local business, we are here to support the community, we 

want to be part of the process, and we want to educate and communicate, utilize our experience 

to communicate with the residents in Glen rock.  

Mayor – thank you very much, it was very informative. 

Council member O’Hagan – what others do you support. 

Boyd – more one on one.  Home care is private pay, long term care insurance is more than ½ of 

my business. Aid and attendance as long as I can verify one day in service.   

Mayor – providing a very necessary service.  Glad to know there are you and others like that.   

Council member O’Hagan – thank you for what you do. 

Mayor – thank you for you services with the facility as well as your services. 

Council member Martin – you have a very unique prospective.   

Mayor – and you know about getting people in and getting people out. That is very important to 

families.  

Mayor spoke about the Harristown rd. project that began today, step 1 appeared to go pretty well.  

Mayor – big test Nov 6 wedding with busses and limos.  

Council Reports - 

Council member Pazan – Library great presentations, monster pillow 3
rd

 -5
th

 grade, gallery 

showing , get your singing shoes on presentation Nov 15
th

 2pm. Nov 9
th

 honor the hero’s at 7pm. 

Council member O’Hagan – thanked LB and Mark for the construction notification.  Halloween 

this weekend, please have everyone be careful while driving, be extremely careful while trick or 

treating, use flash lights.  And stay safe. Complaints around schools with drop off and pick up. 



Please observe the signs and the parking. Saturday dedication for a new rig for the ambulance 

corp.  Another rig being upgraded.  Fiscal planning on their part, amazing unit, will help our 

volunteers tremendously. I know the fire department is doing the same. 

Council member Martin – very cool, very happy this town has that.  I don’t have a liaison report.  

November 20
th

 to tour the facility of Ridgewood Water.’ 

Council member Nogara – finance committee already met once, comments from resident, 

finance meeting are open I stand by our record, we do a really good job without cutting services.  

We like new ideas.  We work hard. Thanked Art for leading the way. We will give more 

adequate notice of finance meetings 

Council member Orseck – Nov 10 next rec advisory meeting, we met last week to talk about 

field usage. Arboretum reminder still in the fund raising mode for the building. 

Surrago – seen some comments on leaf collection, why are we starting early.  To get ahead of the 

curve to minimize the over time.  Remind the council we have agreed to this in the past, and it’s 

a good idea to continue that.  

Mayor – last Thursday night the fire department conducted a drill at Herold’s farm the north end 

of the property.  What these guy do is very challenging.  The extend of the drill and the training, 

this is dealing with the force if the fire. It was impressive.  

 Admin Report – 

Speaking of the Arboretum going to meet tomorrow to continue to get the bid specs ready for the 

building, considering it will become a borough project and a borough building.   

Having a bid opening tomorrow for drainage work.  

Public Comment  

None. 

Motion made by Council member Surrago to close the work session 

Seconded by Council member O’Hagan 

All in favor 

Motion made by Council member Surrago to resume the closed session 

Seconded by Council member O’Hagan 

All in favor 

 


