
The meeting  called to order at 7:35pm EST. 

Attendees:  Councilwoman Mary Jane Surrago (Council Liaison), Paul Sharar, Sylvia Rabbachi,  Mark 

McCullough, Chris Leishear, Chuck Nebbia,  Scott King, Lesley Elton, Elaine Silverstein and husband, Andy 

Curshen 

Minutes for the May 20th meeting were approved.  

Elaine Silverstein spoke on sustainable garden and lawn care and reviewed her “Ten Things Every 

Suburban Homeowner Can Do to Save the World”. 

Councilwoman Surrago will determine the cost of leaf removal for Elaine to potentially use in her next 

article on “Leave the leaves”.   

Sylvia updated the plastic bag project that HS student Balpreet Kaur has offered to help with.  Mark will 

be happy to have her help.  

Paul updated the Energy Audit progress with Ciel Power.  80 or so have registered, 30 have gotten the 

process started and several residents have hired them for their services.  Leslie, Chris and Chuck have 

had good experiences, did not report a “hard” sell, and a small discount is usually offered a month or so 

after the estimate is presented.  

Shade Trees – Leslie Kameni will put together some information.   

Anti Idling – Proposed to do this initiative in the Fall 

Community Gardens – Other school  gardens didn’t take off.  Hamilton garden is doing well. 

Mark McCullough would like to start the survey of local shopkeepers in 1-2 weeks (targeting the 4th of 

July) for the plastic bag initiative.-  

Rain Garden – Jonathan Pereira wasn’t able to help install the water garden, despite Sylvia’s 

coordination of volunteers.  GREC will notify Councilwoman Surrago in the fall when Chris and Leslie will 

install the rain garden so they can transport the stones etc. 

Land Use Management Plan – Scott reported that it has been sent to the “re-examination” committee.  

It will likely be in front of the council before Xmas, as it is must be completed in 2015.  The vote was 

taken and there were 7 in favor and none against.  

Sustainable Jersey – review the criteria for each component  program before doing the work, so that you 

are doing it efficiently.  

 

 

 



 

 

 


