
 GLEN ROCK ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
Municipal Building, Harding Plaza, Glen Rock, NJ  07452 

 

Minutes  Meeting of Nov 18, 2014 
 

Andy Curshen yes Chris Leishear yes Paul Sharar         yes 

Lesley Elton yes Charles Nebbia no Mary Jane Surrago (liaison) yes 

Scott King-liaison Plan Bd yes Sylvia Rabacchi yes   

  Alternates:             Mark McCullough  no   
  Guests:     Kristen Panos,              
Call to Order Paul Sharar called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM    
Site Plan Review – None to report 
Planning Board Report –None  
Public Comment – 

 
 

  

Agenda Topic/Owner Key Points Next Action Steps 

Minutes approval Minutes of October 21, 2014 meeting to be 
approved.  

The Minutes of the October 21, 2014 meeting were 
approved as presented. 

Liaison with Schools/  
Rabacchi 

- Middle/high school cafeteria have switched from 
Styrofoam to compostable trays in response to 
requests from Environmental club students and 
parents. Identified a company that could pick up 
and compost compostable trays and food scraps 
off-site. 

Sylvia Rabacchi reported that the Middle and High School 
continue to use compostable trays in the cafeteria.  So far a 
cartage firm has not been found that will compost the trays, 
but one has been identified.  Paul Sharar suggested that 
some news stories be developed giving credit to the 
students and groups that pushed for this change. 

HEA outreach progress / 
Sharar 

Over 114 HEAs completed  to date.   

Survey sample  of first 100 HEA planned. 
To date 117 HEAs have been completed and the HEA group 
has received the names and contact data for the survey. 

Shade Tree Projects/ 
Leishear 

Update on any activities currently in process or 
planned. 

Chris Leishear is meeting with Maomi Gamarro of the Shade 
Tree Commission to gather the needed information. 

Plan for 2015 Sustainable 
Jersey Recertification/ 
Sharar 

Commissioners to review new action items and 
select those most applicable. Each Commissioner 
to handle 1 or 2 Action Items.  Review chart 

Each Commissioner reported on the status of the Goals they 
were working on.  Suggestions for several changes were 
made.  See: GR Action Steps 11/18/14 Report. 

Fleet Inventory/ 
Curshen 

Basic information on fleet collected and digitized. 
Mileage/fuel consumption rates still to be done. 

Continue to obtain fuel usage data from DWP through 
December 2014. Need to obtain final mileage readings for all 
municipal vehicles. This will enable completion of 
Spreadsheet.  

Sustainable GR Land Use 
Pledge/ 
Scott King -- Sharar 

Updated Land Use Pledge approved by GREC June. 
Planning Board received Pledge June 30 and after 
Testimony by Paul Sharar and Scott King, referred 
It to Attorney to modify some points.  Revision 
available for review.  Alternatives considered. 

Scott King will work with the Planning Board Attorney to find 
the best way to incorporate the expanded concepts in the 
Land Use Pledge. 

BYO Bag/Shop the Rock 
/Andy Curshen & Mark 
McCullough 

Update on survey on plastic bags among GR  
businesses  by Mark McCullough and HS students 
Kristen Thomson and Balpreet Kaur. 

Continued to a later meeting 

Green Team Plan/ 
Sharar 

The Green Team Plan was approved.  All members 
of the GREC are members.  Paul Sharar is chair 

All Commissioners are encouraged to identify and 

recommend citizens who can help complete the goals. 

Update Recommendation 
on Artificial Turf Field 
Rabacchi 

GREC updated its recommendation to the Council.  
 

The Mayor announced he will set up an Advisory Committee 
to recommend next steps regarding Faber Field. 

 

New Business   

Agenda Topic/owner Key Points Action Steps 

Introduction of new  
Water Ambassador 
Kristen Panos 

The establishment of a Green Team is mandatory for a community to participate in the SJ 
program. 

 

 Kristen spoke of her background and interest in the water 

related goals of the GREC.  She is experienced in setting up 

water gardens, rain barrel training sessions and related work. 

 
 
 
 
Adjournment 


