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Minutes of Public Council Meeting - October 14, 2015 

 

 

PUBLIC MEETING – Wednesday, October 14, 2015 at 8:00 p.m. 

 

There will be a Public Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Glen Rock on 

Wednesday, October 14, 2015, at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building. 

 

Agenda: (May be subject to change)  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER /ROLL CALL 

 

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law.  This Meeting 

was included in a list of meeting notices sent to the Bergen Record and advertised in said 

newspaper in January, posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, and has remained 

continuously posted as the required notices under the Statue.  In addition, a copy of this notice is 

and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 

In accordance with the New Jersey State Fire & Safety Code I call your attention to the lighted exit 

signs. In the event the alarm sounds, move in an orderly manner toward the exit nearest you and 

leave the building.   

 

Council Member O’Hagan – present  Council Member Pazan – present 

Council Member Orseck – present  Council Member Surrago – absent  

 Council Member Nogara – present  Council Member Martin - present 

 

2. FLAG SALUTE/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

Council member Pazan led the Council and audience in the flag salute. 

 

Mayor van Keuren announced that the 200 Club of Bergen County honored a number of citizens, 

among them were three officers from Glen Rock.  The officers honored were Sgt. Riggio, Officer 

Carter and Officer Surdyka. 

 

Mayor van Keuren also announced that the Council has invited Judge Carver to discuss the process 

and how he came to the conclusions that he did in the recently released report of the Police 

Department.   

 

Judge Carver began by acknowledging those in attendance, including Mr. Limpsky, PBA Attorney.  

Mr. Limpsky was present for all of the interviews of the PBA members.  Judge Carver was hired to 

interview the Police Department, Borough Administrator, Borough Attorney and some civilian 

employees and then to report back to the Mayor and Council his impression of the GRPD.  Judge 

Carver was also asked to provide an explanation of how the charges against Officers McInerney 

and Scott came to be.  Judge Carver was not assigned to do an investigation of the department, nor 

investigate the factual basis for pending litigation against the Borough. 

 

The interviews began on May 1
st
 with the PBA interviews beginning June 10

th
 with the following 

ground rules: 

 

 No recording 

 No one would be placed under oath 

 No one being quoted 
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Under these conditions the members of the Police spoke openly, candidly and freely. 

 

Twenty-eight interviews were conducted and concluded them on September 14, 2015.  Each 

interview took at least one hour; however the process was interrupted with the charges brought 

forth against Detective Sgt. Eric Reamy by the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office who asked Judge 

Carver to “stand still” on the interviews.   

 

A meeting was held with the Mayor and Council on August 17 where he reported matters that had 

come to his attention and recommended that those matters be referred to the Bergen County 

Prosecutor’s Office.  The Prosecutor’s Office is the only office that can investigate a Police Chief, 

which is ongoing.   

 

Judge Carver concluded that Glen Rock has a fine Police Department and is manned by officers 

who love their jobs.  They look forward to coming to work.  This information was freely given even 

after the lawsuits filed by Stanislao, McInerney and Scott and the two-year accreditation process 

which the department went through. 

 

Mayor van Keuren asked if there were any comments, questions or concerns from anyone in the 

audience. 

 

Rebecca Coll, 67 Hazelhurst - Ms. Coll clarified Judge Carver was not assigned to do an 

investigation of the department.  Judge Carver replied he was not assigned to do an investigation in 

the criminal sense, but rather take the “pulse” of the department.  Ms. Coll commented that this 

community called upon the Council to do what they could to ensure that the conduct of the Police 

Department was not inappropriate.  Ms. Coll commented there were a number of issues people 

were concerned about that were not addressed in Judge Carver’s report.  Ms. Coll noted there was 

a question last May as to why we were not just asking the Prosecutor to investigate the concerns of 

the community regarding the Police Chief.  The response to this was that it does not rise to that 

level.  Judge Carver clarified that concerns were brought forth to him, which were relayed on to the 

Council and they promptly referred it to the Prosecutor’s Office.   

 

Ms. Coll expressed concern that there may be a conflict of interest since Judge Carver is the one 

who recommended Officer Stanislao’s termination and, yet he is the one who presided over these 

interviews.  Judge Carver replied Officer Stanislao has filed an amendment to his litigation 

requesting a reversal of his termination.  Ms. Coll clarified that the hearing transcript will be in the 

public record.  Judge Carver replied there is no new testimony.  Mr. Garibaldi interjected that it is 

not a public record yet.   

 

Ms. Coll questioned wouldn’t it be better, in the context of this investigation and report, to not have 

the presiding Judge over the hearing opine on the propriety of the termination.  If we are doing an 

independent and impartial report, shouldn’t we have had someone independent?  Ms. Coll asked 

the Council if, now in retrospect, it would have made sense to hire someone independent who did 

not have Judge Carver’s history with this case to render these opinions. 

 

Mayor van Keuren replied he believes Judge Carver brings extraordinarily good credentials to this 

in addition to a lot of pertinent experience.  Mayor van Keuren added he is pleased with the results 

and the way the interviews were conducted.  Mayor van Keuren noted he is confident with its 

accuracy.  Council member O’Hagan and Orseck agreed.   
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Ms. Coll clarified she is not challenging Judge Carver’s qualifications but rather, in this particular 

case, he was the proper selection. 

 

Ms. Coll asked the Council if they asked Judge Carver to look into the allegations of Officer 

Stanislao that there is an anti-gay culture in the Police Department.  Mr. Garibaldi replied Judge 

Carver already responded that his purpose was not to investigate allegations of the plaintiff, so the 

answer is no, he was not asked to do this.  This matter would be handled by defense counsel.  Judge 

Carver added, although this was not his purpose, at no time did the subject arise or a comment 

made that the Police Department has an anti-gay culture.   

  

Ms. Coll expressed frustration as to why an investigation was done if we weren’t able to look into 

the issues that the community is concerned about.  Ms. Coll believes the Council has been 

misinformed as to what they can and cannot say regarding these proceedings.   

 

Maureen Hayes, Glen Courts - Ms. Hayes commented any time she had dealings with Officer 

Stanislao they were always very positive. 

 

Neil Sullivan, 335 Ridgewood Avenue - Mr. Sullivan asked if the Police Chief was currently being 

investigated by the Prosecutor’s Office.  Judge Carver replied matters were reported to the 

Prosecutor’s Office and what he does with the information is at his discretion.  Mr. Sullivan asked 

how many investigations are coming about due to Judge Carver’s review.  Judge Carver replied 

Bergen County is conducting an investigation that involves the Police Chief.  The Mayor and 

Council have requested the Chief to see that internal affairs investigations are conducted on 

matters within the department.  Mr. Sullivan commented in the course of Judge Carver’s review he 

encountered two investigations … this doesn’t sound like everything is “rosy in Mudville”.   

 

Mr. Sullivan asked if Judge Carver has ever done investigations such as this before and, if so, how 

many times have matters been referred to the Prosecutor’s Office.  Judge Carver replied this is the 

first time he has been asked to review an entire department. 

 

Mirelle Schuck, 90 Harding Road - Mrs. Schuck asked Judge Carver what the difference is between 

a review and an investigation.  Judge Carver replied he was asked to take the “pulse” of the 

department, not audit them.  Judge Carver was not commissioned to find guilt or to do the type of 

work that is done with litigation.  Mrs. Schuck believes, as a resident, we did not get what we asked 

for with this report.   

 

Dan Merkle - Mr. Merkle expressed concern with the events of the Police.  Although there are quite 

a few positive remarks in Judge Carver’s report, he pointed out that “there seems to be a riff 

between the rank and file of the department and its leadership, there seems to be a drumbeat of 

resentment against the Chief, Captain and Lieutenant for what many perceive as the rush to 

judgment in the case of McInerney and Scott.”  Mr. Merkle asked the Mayor and Council what 

they plan to do about this.  Council member O’Hagan commented the Council shares those 

concerns and we’re working towards finding an answer to this question.  Mayor van Keuren 

reiterated the constraints put upon the Council on what can and cannot be said in public.  We are 

sensitive to these constraints put upon us by the Prosecutor’s Office, Attorney General and State 

laws and while it may appear we are unconcerned or unfocused that is unfortunate because it is not 

true.   

 

Jim McKenna, 16 Cumberland Road - Mr. McKenna asked the Judge what things can be done to 

begin the healing process.  Judge Carver believes the action that the Mayor and Council has taken 
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is indicative of the direction.  Mr. McKenna asked how the information on Officer Stanislao could 

be put in the report when there is pending litigation.  Judge Carver replied the reason is because 

there apparently a misconception as to the reason for Officer Stanislao’s termination.  The 

information would not have been included at all if Officer Stanislao had not amended his 

complaint.   

 

Noreen Egan, 42 Beekman Place - Mrs. Egan commented she has had a 30+ year career in working 

with the Police Department in various capacities.  Mrs. Egan questioned how the three new police 

officers must feel coming into our department.  Mrs. Egan thanked the Police for their many years 

of protecting the residents of Glen Rock … it is all positive!  Mrs. Egan can only hope that these 

issues get resolved quickly so as a community we can move on to a better place. 

 

Amy Wojnarowski, 86 Boulevard - Mrs. Wojnarowski questioned why, when the department as a 

whole saw Detective Reamy as a problem, someone was not held accountable for this.  This was a 

failure of leadership to keep our children safe.   

 

Eric Limpsky, Esq. - Represented PBA and Officer Scott.  Mr. Limpsky is the only other person 

who sat in on all of the PBA interviews and agrees this is a good department of the rank and file.  

The issues that arose stem from several incidents and has affected gravely the morale.  The only 

concern Mr. Limpsky has with Judge Carver’s report is his statement that it could be a quick 

process to heal this department.  It may or may not be true.  It will not be healed given the status 

quo, changes need to take place and they will.   

 

3.        CONSENT AGENDA 

 

All items listed are considered to be routine and non-controversial by the Borough Council and will 

be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion on these items unless a Council 

member(s) so request it, in which case the item(s) will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 

considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.  The one motion signifies adoption of all 

resolutions, received and filed letters, correspondence, reports and approval of applications and 

minutes. 

  

 Correspondence:    

 

 Resolutions: 

 1.  Resolution Approval of Minutes 

Executive Session 9-9 & 9-16-15 Closed 9-9-15 Public Meeting 9-16-15 

 

Resolution No. 202-15 

Offered by Council Member Martin 

Seconded by Council Member Orseck  
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Minutes of: 

 

Executive Session - 9/9 & 9/16/15  

Closed Session - 9/9/15   

Public Meeting - 9/16/15 

Be accepted as submitted. 

 

ROLL CALL: 
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 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago - absent 

 Council Member Nogara - yes   Council Member Martin – yes 

 

2.  Resolution for Collective Bargaining Agreement Grievance Settlement 

 

Resolution No. 203-15   

Offered by Council Member Martin  

Seconded by Council Member Orseck  
RESOLUTION FOR COLLECTIVE BARGAINING  

AGREEMENT GRIEVANCE SETTLEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, Police Officer Michael Ciaramella has retired from the Glen Rock Police Department 

as of November 1, 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, Officer Ciaramella was compensated in December of 2014 for 60 8-hour days as 

entitled to compensation of one-half day per full day of sick leave accumulated, not to exceed 120 

days accumulated; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Glen Rock PBA on behalf of Officer Ciaramella filed a grievance on the improper 

calculation of compensation to be paid to members upon separation pursuant to Article XXXIV 

paragraphs C and H of the collective bargaining agreement; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has agreed to settle the grievance by compensating Officer Ciaramella 

the balance of his time accumulated at time of separation from the Borough of Glen Rock. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Officer Ciaramella be compensated for the 

following: 

 

 240 Sick time Hours  $ 13,339 

   35 Comp Time Hours            1,945 

 120 Garcia/Holiday/Vacation        6,669 

 Total    $ 21,954 

  

ROLL CALL: 

Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

Council Member Orseck - yes    Council Member Surrago – absent 

Council Member Nogara – yes        Council Member Martin – yes 

 

3.  Resolution to Bid for Drainage of Pinelynn/Hillman Intersection 

 

Resolution No. 204-15 

Offered by Council Member Martin  

Seconded by Council Member Orseck  
 

RESOLUTION TO ADVERTISE FOR BID FOR DRAINAGE WORK 

 

WHEREAS the Mayor and Council appropriated funds in the Capital budget for drainage 

improvements in various areas throughout the Borough; and 
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WHEREAS, there exists a drainage issue at the intersection of Pinelynn Road and Hillman Avenue, 

causing flooding and potential icing hazards. 

  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize the Borough Clerk 

to advertise for the solicitation of bids as designed by our Borough Engineer, Boswell McClave 

Engineering, for drainage improvements at the intersection of Pinelynn Road and Hillman Avenue. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan - yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck - yes    Council Member Surrago - absent 

 Council Member Nogara - yes      Council Member Martin - yes 

 

4.  Resolution Extending Tree Planting Contract 

  

Resolution No: 205-15 

Offered by Council Member:  Martin 

Seconded by Council Member: Orseck   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

RESOLUTION EXTENDING SHADE TREE PLANTING BID 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Glen Rock received bids for Tree Planting on November 18, 

2014 and the lowest bid was received from Louis Barbato Landscaping, Inc 1600 Railroad Avenue 

of Holbrook, NY who was awarded the contract on November 24, 2014 (Resolution 235-14); and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A 40A:11-15(3), the contract provided for one (1) one year 

extension of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Louis Barbato Landscaping, Inc. has performed the shade tree planting in 

accordance with the specifications and in an effective and efficient manner; and 

 

 WHEREAS, The Borough would like to exercise its option to extend this contract for an 

additional one (1) year term, and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Glen 

Rock, hereby exercises its first and final option to extend the current Shade Tree Planting contract 

with Louis Barbato Landscaping, Inc. of Holbrook, NY for an additional term of one (1) year, 

under the same terms and conditions regarding pricing, with the exception of substitution of Red 

Maple for Sugar Maple trees, subject to certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Council Member O’Hagan - yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago - absent 

Council Member Nogara - yes    Council Member Martin - yes 

       

                        Motion to accept consent agenda by Council Member Martin 

            Seconded by Council Member Orseck 

ROLL CALL: 

Council Member O’Hagan - yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 
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Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago - absent 

Council Member Nogara - yes    Council Member Martin - yes 

 

 

4.         Best Practices Procedure - Worksheet reviewed and ready for submission to the state 

 

Borough Administrator Benjamin noted that the Best Practices Worksheet will be forwarded to the 

State of New Jersey.  The Council reviewed the worksheet with results of an 86% completion which 

equates to no loss of aid to the Borough.   

 

5.  ORDINANCES  

 

Ordinance Procedure # 1724 (Capital - Improvements along County Roads) 

Date of Introduction:  October 14, 2015 

 

Council Resolution # 206-15 

Introduced by Council Member Nogara 

Seconded by Council Member Pazan 

 

Be It Resolved by the Borough Council of the Borough of Glen Rock that CAPITAL ORDINANCE 

OF THE BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY TO 

SUPPLEMENT FUNDING OF VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS TO BE MADE TO VARIOUS ADA 

CURB CUTS ALONG VARIOUS COUNTY ROADWAYS, INCLUDING LINCOLN AVENUE, 

HARRISTOWN ROAD AND ACKERMAN AVENUE, IN THE BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK 

 

Heretofore introduced and does now pass on first reading, and that the said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on October 28, 2015 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon 

thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the Municipal Building in the Borough of Glen Rock, 

and that at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard 

concerning said ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to 

publish said ordinance in the Bergen Record according to law with a notice of its introduction and 

passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said ordinance will be further 

considered for final passage. 

  

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan - yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago - absent   

 Council Member Nogara - yes   Council Member Martin - yes 

 

BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK 

ORDINANCE # 1724 

 

CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK, IN THE COUNTY OF 

BERGEN, NEW JERSEY TO SUPPLEMENT FUNDING OF VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS TO 

BE MADE TO VARIOUS ADA CURB CUTS ALONG VARIOUS COUNTY ROADWAYS, 

INCLUDING LINCOLN AVENUE, HARRISTOWN ROAD AND ACKERMAN AVENUE, 

 IN THE BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Glen Rock has entered into a contract with the County of Bergen to 

facilitate the rehabilitation of various ADA curb cuts in the Borough of Glen Rock, dated 1/29/14; 
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and  

 

 

 

WHEREAS, previous funding was authorized to provide for $203,172.20 to Concrete Construction 

Corporation, $16,050 for engineering design and $20,317.20 for engineering inspection to Stantec 

Consulting Corporation; and  

 

WHEREAS, the County has authorized a cost differential based upon the contract being executed 

in 2014 to authorize an additional $75,071.30 to Concrete Construction Corporation and $7,507.15 

to Stantec Consulting Corporation for engineering inspection, for a total amount of $82,578.45, to 

be fully reimbursed by the County of Bergen to the Borough of Glen Rock. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Glen 

Rock, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey, as follows: 

 

Section 1:  The sum of $75,071.30 is hereby appropriated for the additional cost of constructing said 

ramps.  Said appropriation shall be funded through proceeds of a grant from the County of Bergen.  

There is to be no debt incurred by the Borough of Glen Rock by the passage of this ordinance. 

 

Section 2:  The sum of $7,507.15 is hereby appropriated for the cost of inspection of such ramps, by 

Stantec Consulting Corporation. Said appropriation shall be funded through proceeds of a grant 

from the County of Bergen.  There is to be no debt incurred by the Borough of Glen Rock by the 

passage of this ordinance. 

 

Section 3:  Said improvements are a lawful capital improvement of the Borough of Glen Rock 

having a period of usefulness of at least five (5) years.  Said improvements shall be made as a 

general improvement.  

 

Section 4:  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of the capital 

ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith. 

 

Section 5:  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication as required 

by law. 

 

*************** 

Ordinance Procedure # 1725 (Mid-Block Crosswalks) 

Date of Introduction:  October 14, 2015 

 

Council Resolution # 207-15 

Introduced by Council Member Orseck 

Seconded by Council Member O’Hagan 

 

Be It Resolved by the Borough Council of the Borough of Glen Rock that AN ORDINANCE TO 

AMEND CHAPTER 216 OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH 

OF GLEN ROCK - 1971 AS AMENDED ENTITLED "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” BEING AN 

ORDINANCE CONTROLLING VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC REGULATION WITHIN THE 

BOROUGH; TO ADD MID-BLOCK CROSSWALKS. 

 

Heretofore introduced and does now pass on first reading, and that the said Ordinance be further 
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considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on October 28,  2015 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon 

thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the Municipal Building in the Borough of Glen Rock, 

and that at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard 

concerning said ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to 

publish said ordinance in the Bergen Record according to law with a notice of its introduction and 

passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said ordinance will be further 

considered for final passage. 

  

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan - yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago - absent 

 Council Member Nogara - yes   Council Member Martin - yes 

 

BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK 

ORDINANCE NO. 1725 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 216 OF THE REVISED GENERAL 

ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK - 1971 AS AMENDED 

ENTITLED "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” BEING AN ORDINANCE 

CONTROLLING VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC REGULATION WITHIN THE 

BOROUGH; TO ADD MID-BLOCK CROSSWALKS. 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council, the Borough of Glen Rock, County of Bergen, 

State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

 Section I - Chapter 216 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Glen Rock 1971, as 

amended, being an Ordinance entitled "Vehicles and Traffic" is hereby amended as to the following 

subsection: 

 

 A.  Section 216-48 entitled “Schedule XX: Mid-Block Crosswalks” is hereby amended by 

adding thereto the following: 

 

Name of Street    Location of Crosswalk 
 

Doremus Avenue   At a point 121 feet South of Marinus Place in front of Byrd 

School. 

     

Maple Avenue    At a point 199 feet South of Van Allen Road in front of Central 

School. 

     

Maple Avenue    At a point 222 feet South of Abbington Terrace between the 

Annex and Firehouse. 

    

Maple Avenue    At a point 40 feet North of Harding Plaza by the Ambulance 

building. 

     

Glen Avenue    At a point 238 feet North of Rock Road in front of Glen Courts. 

     

Rock Road    At a point 325 Feet East of Doremus Avenue by the CVS 

Complex.     
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Hamilton Avenue   At a point 235 feet West of Maple Avenue in front of Central 

School.” 

     

B.  Section 216-48 entitled “Schedule XX: Mid-Block Crosswalks” is hereby amended by deleting 

thereto the following: 

 

Name of Street   Location 
 

Harristown Road  At a point 156 feet west of the center line of Stonefield Road in the  

   vicinity of the railroad crossing. 

 

 Section II. VALIDITY-SEVERABILITY If the provisions of any section, subsection, 

paragraph, subdivision, or clause of this Ordinance shall be held invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such judgment shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of this Ordinance but such 

judgment shall be confined in its operation to the section, paragraph, subdivision or clause directly 

involved in the controversy in which said judgment shall have been rendered. 

 

 Section III All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with the provisions hereon. 

 

 Section IV This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage as required by law. 

 

6.         MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: (Before speaking at the meeting, each person must 

state their name and address. 5 minute limit) 

 

Prior to opening up the meeting, on behalf of Council member Surrago, Council member Orseck 

announced that Public Works will begin curbside leaf collection in District 1 on October 19
th

 

through December 31
st
, weather permitting.  Residents are reminded to only place leaves at the 

curb; no branches, grass, mums, bushes or plastic bags.  Secondly, GRTV recently filmed the 

Community Showcase which is available for viewing.  GRTV also began filming a documentary 

showing our emergency response teams and all the planning and effort that went into preparing for 

before, during and after Hurricane Sandy.   

 

Sally Killeen, Doremus Avenue - Mrs. Killeen asked when the United Way house on Bradford 

Street would be discussed again.  Mayor van Keuren replied he does not know but will certainly 

inform the public once we do know. 

 

Jim Seaton, Ferndale Avenue - Mr. Seaton commented he has been receiving telephone calls from 

PSE&G which is suspect and cautioned the public.   

 

Mark McGreedy, 77 Waldron Avenue - Mr. McGreedy asked how much the town is prepared to 

spend on litigation, reports and appeals.  Borough Attorney Garibaldi replied the civil litigation 

(Stanislao, McInerney) is being handled by JIF.  The internal investigations that are being referred 

to the Prosecutor’s Office will have no bearing on the Borough.  Mr. McGreedy asked the cost of 

Judge Carver’s three-page report.  Mr. Garibaldi replied it was approximately $30,000.   

 

Loretta McKenna, 16 Cumberland Road - Mrs. McKenna expressed concern with the costs the 

taxpayers are incurring.  The public needs more information and we need to know where our 

money is going.  Council member Pazan encouraged Mrs. McKenna to come to a finance meeting 

where she can see where every dollar is going.  Additionally, the public needs to remember that .70 
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of every dollar goes to the Board of Education.      

 

 

 

George Carbone, 43 Godfrey Terrace - Mr. Carbone asked if we have any sense of what amount 

we’ll have to pay in insurance premiums as a result of the pending litigation or, for that matter, do 

we run the risk of being dropped.  Mrs. Benjamin replied we are part of a JIF which includes 

approximately 50 of the 70 Bergen County municipalities.  There have been some municipalities 

that have had catastrophic cases and because it is such a large source of funding there is minimal 

impact.  Mr. Carbone asked for the status of the investigation into the Bergen Record article.  This 

investigation is still open.   

 

Rebecca Coll - Ms. Coll asked the Mayor and Council if they are satisfied with the report and 

conclusions it presented.  Ms. Coll has the impression that the Council is willing to sit back, wait 

and let things calm down on their own now that Reamy is out of the department.  Mayor van 

Keuren stated that is not the case and believes the department will not heal on its own without some 

assistance.  Ms. Coll asked that since the Police Chief does not have a contract he could be 

terminated at any time for any reason.  Mr. Garibaldi replied there are a lot of statutes and case 

law concerning the Police Chief, noting it is not a simple process.  Council member O’Hagan added 

we need to keep in mind that the Police Chief, Captain and Lieutenant have rights as well.  They 

deserve the same amount of respect and follow-up.  Ms. Coll disagrees stating if the Police Chief is 

not working out it is ok to say so and get someone new.  Ms. Coll asked if we knew going into this 

report that a lot of areas could not be dealt with due to pending litigations shouldn’t we have a 

discussion as to the new scope of the report.  Mr. Garibaldi replied the Reamy charges complicated 

the task; however we believe the task will ultimately be completed.  Ms. Coll concluded by saying 

there are a lot of qualified people who do workplace investigations and believes the Borough could 

have done better than Judge Carver.  Mr. Garibaldi believes that is an unfair statement. 

 

Gerald Collins, Oxford Place - Mr. Collins believes a strong message was sent here by the 

community.  If there is behavior that needs to be adjusted, it is going to take place purely because 

everyone has been so vocal.   

 

7.         ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion to adjourn the public meeting made by Council member Orseck 

Seconded by Council member O’Hagan 

Meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m. 
 

 


