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Minutes of Public Council Meeting – July 24, 2013 

 

PUBLIC MEETING – Wednesday, July 24, 2013 at 8:00 p.m. 
 

There will be a Public Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Glen Rock on 
Wednesday, July 24, 2013 at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building. 

 
Agenda: (May be subject to change)  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER /ROLL CALL 
 
This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law.  This Meeting 
was included in a list of meeting notices sent to the Bergen Record and advertised in said 
newspaper in January, posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, and has remained 
continuously posted as the required notices under the Statue.  In addition, a copy of this notice is 
and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
In accordance with the New Jersey State Fire & Safety Code I call your attention to the lighted exit 
signs. In the event the alarm sounds, move in an orderly manner toward the exit nearest you and 
leave the building.   
 
 Council Member O’Hagan – present  Council Member Pazan – present 
 Council Member Orseck – present  Council Member Surrago – present  

Council Member Biggs – present  Council Member Nogara - present 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

Council member Orseck led the Council and audience in the flag salute. 
 
At this time Council member Surrago introduced Diana Editoiu who read a description of her Girl 
Scout Gold Award.  Diana will be initiating a system, referred to as a “File for Life”, where medical 
information will be readily available in the event of an emergency and first responders will look for 
this information.  Diana will be hosting a car wash fund raiser on Saturday, August 24th at the 
Rock/Maple Exxon Station.   
 
Council member Surrago noted as a member of the Ambulance Corps. she was particularly 
interested and is well aware of the need.  Deputy OEM Coordinator Noreen Egan made the need 
known to Diana.  Residents who have been targeted through OEM will be the first to be contacted 
with others to follow. 
 
Council member O’Hagan commended Police Officer Trover on a recent arrest.  Captain Miller 
explained Officer Trover made a routine traffic stop at 1:30 p.m.  Upon speaking with the vehicle 
operator it was determined that there were drugs in the vehicle.  It was shortly discovered that 
there were 537 packets of heroin with a street value of $10,700 located in the vehicle.   
 
Captain Miller noted that for this year alone Officer Trover has removed 962 bags of heroin with a 
street value of $19,240 off the streets.  Additionally the department has removed 375 bags of heroin 
for a total of 1337 bags at $26,740 street value.   
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 3.        CONSENT AGENDA 
 

All items listed are considered to be routine and non-controversial by the Borough Council and will 
be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion on these items unless a Council 
member(s) so request it, in which case the item(s) will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.  The one motion signifies adoption of all 
resolutions, received and filed letters, correspondence, reports and approval of applications and 
minutes. 
 

Resolutions: 
 

1. Resolution for Approval of Minutes (6/24/13) 
 
Resolution No. 136-13 
Offered by Council Member Nogara  
Seconded by Council Member Biggs  
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Minutes of: 

 
Council Meeting – June 24 2013 

 
Be accepted as submitted. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 

Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan – yes 
Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago - yes   
Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes   

 
2. Resolution Authorizing Various Tax Overpayment Refunds  

 
Resolution No. 137-13 
Offered by Council Member Nogara  
Seconded by Council Member Biggs  
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX OVERPAYMENT REFUND 
 
WHEREAS the Tax Collector has determined that in the 2nd quarter 2013 the following 
homeowners overpaid their taxes:  Annalisa & Ryan Main Block 37 Lot 9 in amount $2,961.40; 
Thomas & Lynn Scerbo Block 152 Lot 14 in amount $5,733.71; Sean Kelly & Kelly Keane Block 
178 Lot 6 in amount $4,446.91; Andrey & Valentina Tymoshenko Block 239 Lot 12 in amount 
$4,446.24, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Glen Rock reimburse the above 
Glen Rock homeowners. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan – yes 
 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago – yes 
 Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 
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3.    Resolution Authorizing Tax Overpayment Refund (B64 L1) 
 
Resolution No. 138-13   
Offered by Council Member Nogara  
Seconded by Council Member Biggs   

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF REDEMPTION MONIES TO OUTSIDE 

LIENHOLDER 
 
WHEREAS, at the following municipal tax sale on December 7, 2011 a lien (certificate#2011-002) 
was sold to ONNIK KAZANJIAN (there was a premium paid in amount of $21,100.00) on Block 26 
Lot 4 also known as 20 LEIGH PLACE. in Glen Rock, NJ, and home owner will redeem, 
 
To Redeem the TAX SALE CERTIFICATE #2011-002 with interest, penalty, filing fees and 
subsequent tax payments the amount is $43,955.07, 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The CFO is authorized to issue a check for $43,955.07 to 
ONNIK KAZANJIAN at 376 SPRING VALLEY ROAD, PARAMUS, N.J. 07652 as well as a check 
for $21,100.00 from the trust account repaying the premium. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan – yes 
 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago – yes 
 Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 
 

4.    Resolution Appointing Deputy Court Administrator (Kimberly McWilliams)   
 
Resolution No. 139-13 
Offered by Council Member Nogara 
Seconded by Council Member Biggs ____________________________________________________________________  
 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING KIMBERLY McWILLIAMS TO THE POSITION OF 
 DEPUTY COURT ADMINISTRATOR 

 
WHEREAS, due to a retirement in the Violations Bureau there is a need to fill the vacancy of 
Deputy Municipal Court Administrator; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Glen Rock Municipal Court Administrator conducted interviews, in conjunction 
with the Superior Court of New Jersey, Municipal Division, of qualified candidates to fill the 
position, and with the confirmation of Honorable Peter E. Doyne, A.J.S.C., has recommended the 
Borough hire Kimberly McWilliams, 645 Ward Avenue, Westwood, NJ 07675, at an annual salary 
of $44,000, effective August 5, 2013. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Borough Council, does hereby appoint Kimberly 
McWilliams to the position of Deputy Court Administrator for the Borough of Glen Rock, effective 
August 5, 2013.        
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ROLL CALL: 
 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan – yes 
 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago – yes 
 Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 
 

5.    Resolution for Payment of Bills 
 
Resolution No. 
Offered by Council Member 
Seconded by Council Member   
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the following bills of the Borough of Glen Rock be paid in the amount of $ 
1,719,045.99 . 
            
GR Payroll        $    601,160.91 
P.S.E. & G.                30,569.53 
BCMJIF              116,460.63          
Garibaldi     18,397.50 
Rachles/Michele’s    16,255.38 
MTC Kenworth    17,791.87 
Red Cedar Tree    10,000.00 
SUBTOTAL     $        937,766.59 
Miscellaneous               125,788.10 
 
General Capital                15,572.11 
Trust/Other     10,840.00 
Payroll                            622,138.71 
Escrow                    4,406.00 
DDEF           504.67 
Unemployment         953.67 
PTAF II       1,076.14 
 
Total Payment of Bills    $     1,719,045.99  
 
ROLL CALL: 
 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan – yes 
 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago – yes 
 Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 
 

6. Resolution Authorizing CAC to Prepare and File an Application to NJDOT & 
BCOS 

 
Resolution No.  141-13 
Offered by Council Member Nogara  
Seconded by Council Member Biggs  

 
Resolution Authorizing CAC to Prepare and File an Application 

To NJDOT & BCOS 
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the municipality of GLEN ROCK that 
application is made to the Commissioner of Transportation for aid under the New Jersey Trust 
Fund Authority Act for: 
 
(1) Hamilton Avenue Rehab, Final Phase-Municipal Aid program 
(2) South Highwood Avenue Drainage-Discretionary Aid (LAIF) program 
(3) Upper Faber Field Rehab-BCOS 
 
WHEREAS, the Council has determined that such application(s) should be prepared by Capital 
Alternatives Corporation, the grants specialists engaged by the municipality for assistance in such 
matters. 
 
RESOLVED, that Capital Alternatives Corporation is authorized to prepare, assemble, and submit 
the necessary documentation on behalf of the municipality of GLEN ROCK for the stated 
project(s). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan – yes 
 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago – yes 
 Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 
 

7. Resolution Memorializing Library Sidewalk Project – Marini Brothers – Pulled 
 

8. Resolution to Advertise for Bid (Maple Avenue)   
 

Resolution No. 142-13 
Offered by Council Member Nogara 
Seconded by Council Member Biggs  

 
RESOLUTION TO ADVERTISE FOR BID FOR MAPLE AVENUE 

 
WHEREAS the Mayor and Council applied for and received $360,000 from the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation, identified as Job #2205285, Account 2012-480-078-6320-AK4-6010; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Ordinance 1681 has authorized $430,000 for this project,  
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk authorize the Borough Clerk 
to advertise for the solicitation of bids as designed by our Borough Engineer, Stantec Consulting, 
Inc. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan – yes 
 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago – yes 
 Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 
 

9. Resolution Awarding Bid for 4-Wheel Truck 
 
Resolution No.  143-13 
Offered by Council Member Nogara  
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Seconded by Council Member Biggs  
 

A RESOLUTION AWARDING BID TO  
BEYER BROS CORP FOR A 2014 NEW FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CAB PICK-UP 

TRUCK 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Glen Rock authorized the advertising for the solicitation of 
bids for the purchase of a 2014 New Four Wheel Drive Cab Pick-up Truck; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a notice to bidders was duly advertised and one (1) bid was received, to wit, 
Beyer Bros Corp; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed the bid submissions and has determined 
the bid of Beyer Bros Corp to substantially conform to the bid specifications; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Robert Tirserio, Director of the Department of Public Works, has 
recommended that Beyer Bros Corp. be awarded the contract in the amount of $40,569.25, as its 
bid submission conforms to the specifications of the Borough of Glen Rock; and 
 
 WHEREFORE, the Chief Financial Officer has provided the Governing Body with 
Certification of the availability of funds requirements. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  
 
 RESOLVED, that the bid of Beyer Bros Corp in the amount of $40,569.25 for a 2014 New 
Four Wheel Drive Cab Pick-up Truck be accepted by the Borough of Glen Rock, subject to the 
execution of a purchase order/contract with the Borough of Glen Rock; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, that the certified checks or bid bond of the successful bidder are to be 
returned upon the receipt of a fully executed contract and other required documents. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan – yes 
 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago – yes 
 Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 
 

10. Resolution Authorizing Refund of Redemption Monies (B26 L4) 
 
Resolution No. 144-13 
Offered by Council Member Nogara 
Seconded by Council Member Biggs  

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF REDEMPTION MONIES TO OUTSIDE 

LIENHOLDER 
 
WHEREAS, at the following municipal tax sale on December 7, 2011 a lien (certificate#2011-002) 
was sold to ONNIK KAZANJIAN (there was a premium paid in amount of $21,100.00) on Block 26 
Lot 4 also known as 20 LEIGH PLACE. in Glen Rock, NJ, and home owner will redeem, 
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To Redeem the TAX SALE CERTIFICATE #2011-002 with interest, penalty, filing fees and 
subsequent tax payments the amount is $43,955.07, 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The CFO is authorized to issue a check for $43,955.07 to 
ONNIK KAZANJIAN at 376 SPRING VALLEY ROAD, PARAMUS, N.J. 07652 as well as a check 
for $21,100.00 from the trust account repaying the premium. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan – yes 
 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago – yes 
 Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 
 

11. Resolution to Forward Spending Plan to COAH 
 
Resolution No. 145-13 
Offered by Council Member Nogara 
Seconded by Council Member Biggs  

 
Resolution Requesting Review and Approval of a Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund 

Spending Plan 

 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Glen Rock, County of Bergen petitioned the 

Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) for substantive certification on October 19., 2006; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Glen Rock received approval from COAH on January 9, 2009 of 

its development fee ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, the development fee ordinance establishes an affordable housing trust fund that 

includes development fees, payments from developers in lieu of constructing affordable units on-
site, barrier free escrow funds, rental income, repayments from affordable housing program loans, 
recapture funds, proceeds from the sale of affordable units, and;  

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.1(d) requires a municipality with an affordable housing trust 

fund to receive approval of a spending plan from COAH prior to spending any of the funds in its 
housing trust fund; and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.10 requires a spending plan to include the following: 

 
1. A projection of revenues anticipated from imposing fees on development, based on 

pending, approved and anticipated developments and historic development activity; 
 
2. A projection of revenues anticipated from other sources, including payments in lieu 

of constructing affordable units on sites zoned for affordable housing, funds from the 
sale of units with extinguished controls, proceeds from the sale of affordable units, 
rental income, repayments from affordable housing program loans, and interest 
earned;  

 
3. A description of the administrative mechanism that the municipality will use to 

collect and distribute revenues; 
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4. A description of the anticipated use of all affordable housing trust funds pursuant to 

N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.7, 8.8, and 8.9; 
 
5. A schedule for the expenditure of all affordable housing trust funds; 
 
6. If applicable, a schedule for the creation or rehabilitation of housing units; 
 
7. A pro-forma statement of the anticipated costs and revenues associated with the 

development if the municipality envisions supporting or sponsoring public sector or 
non-profit construction of housing; and 

 
8. A plan to spend the trust fund balance as of July 17, 2008 within four years of the 

Council’s approval of the spending plan, or in accordance with an implementation 
schedule approved by the Council; 

 
9. The manner through which the municipality will address any expected or unexpected 

shortfall if the anticipated revenues from development fees are not sufficient to 
implement the plan; and 

 
10. A description of the anticipated use of excess affordable housing trust funds, in the 

event more funds than anticipated are collected, or projected funds exceed the 
amount necessary for satisfying the municipal affordable housing obligation. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Glen Rock has prepared a spending plan consistent with N.J.A.C. 
5:97-8.10 and P.L. 2008, c.46. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Glen 

Rock, County of Bergen requests that COAH review and approve the Borough of Glen Rock’s 
spending plan. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 
Council Member Orseck - yes  Council Member Surrago – yes 
Council Member Biggs – yes  Council Member Nogara – yes 

 
12. Resolution Authorizing Agreement with Fair Lawn for Installation of Police 

Radio Equipment 
 
Resolution No.  146-13 
Offered by Council Member Nogara  
Seconded by Council Member Biggs  

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH 

OF FAIR LAWN TO INSTALL POLICE RADIO EQUIPMENT  
  

 Whereas, the Borough of Glen Rock and the Village of Ridgewood have entered into a joint 
public safety radio improvement project (the “Project”); and 
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 Whereas, within the scope the Project, a professional radio coverage assessment report, as 
well as field study findings, has been developed; and  
 
 Whereas, the assessment report confirmed the field study findings, that the areas on the 
South side of the Borough of Glen Rock bordering the Borough of Fair Lawn are in need of radio 
signal improvement; and  
 
 Whereas, the radio coverage assessment report identified the Fair Lawn Company 2 
Firehouse, located at the intersection of Harristown Road and Elm Ave in the Borough of Fair 
Lawn (the “Firehouse“), as being an appropriate location for the installation of a new radio 
repeater to be installed in a secured housing, with a fiber optic line and an antenna; and  
 
 Whereas, the Borough of Glen Rock has requested permission to install and maintain such 
equipment within and on the Firehouse, at the sole cost and expense of the Borough of Glen Rock, 
excepting the nominal cost of electricity for powering such equipment which shall be borne by the 
Borough of Fair Lawn. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Borough of Glen Rock expresses it appreciation to the Borough of 
Fair Lawn to permit the installation of a radio repeater, together with all ancillary equipment, at 
the Firehouse in Fair Lawn; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Borough Administrator, together with its designated contractor, are 
hereby authorized to coordinate the installation of the radio repeater, together with all ancillary 
equipment, with the appropriate officials of the Borough of Fair Lawn, including its Administrator, 
the Fair Lawn Fire Department, designated officers of Company 2 and the Construction Official, 
where applicable, in order to obtain all approvals for the installation of the proposed equipment; 
and be it further  
 
 RESOLVED, that this resolution shall become effective upon adoption of a similar approval 
resolution by the Borough of Fair Lawn. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes  
Council Member Orseck - yes    Council Member Surrago – yes 
Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 

 
13. Resolution to Advertise for Bid (Hamilton Ave Drainage) 

 
Resolution No. 147-13 
Offered by Council Member Nogara  
Seconded by Council Member Biggs  

 
RESOLUTION TO ADVERTISE FOR BID HAMILTON 

 
WHEREAS the Mayor and Council applied for and received $146,500 from the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation, identified as Job #2205288, Account 12-480-078-6320-ALC-6010; 
and 
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WHEREAS, the Ordinance 1681 has authorized $185,000 for this project,  
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk authorize the Borough Clerk 
to advertise for the solicitation of bids as designed by our Borough Engineer, Stantec Consulting, 
Inc. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes  
Council Member Orseck - yes    Council Member Surrago – yes 
Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 

 
14. Resolution to Advertise for Bid (Children’s Park Handicapped Accessible 

Improvements) 
 
Resolution No. 148-13 
Offered by Council Member Nogara 
Seconded by Council Member Biggs  

 
RESOLUTION TO ADVERTISE FOR  

Handicapped Accessible Improvements to the Children’s Park 
 
WHEREAS the Mayor and Council applied for and received $80,000 from Bergen County 
Community Development, identified as Account 210-235-743-50-11; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Ordinance 1681 has authorized $92,000 for this project,  
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk authorize the Borough Clerk 
to advertise for the solicitation of bids as designed by our Borough Engineer, Stantec Consulting, 
Inc. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes  
Council Member Orseck - yes    Council Member Surrago – yes 
Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 

 
          Motion to accept consent agenda by Council Member Nogara 
          Seconded by Council Member Biggs 

                         
ROLL CALL: 

Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes  
Council Member Orseck - yes    Council Member Surrago – yes 
Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 

 
4. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 

Council member Biggs (Communications) – The Council met with the Chamber of Commerce to 
discuss the concern of store vacancies downtown.  A marketing campaign in communications will 
be developed in an effort to help the Central Business District.  Additionally, website improvements 
continue to be made.  Council member Biggs thanked GRTV for their dedication and commitment 
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to the communication effort. 
 
Council member Nogara (Finance/Shade Tree) – The Shade Tree Commission met last week and 
have sent out information on the care of trees.  The 2014 budget process will be started in the fall 
this year and urged public attendance and participation.   
 
Council member O’Hagan (Public Safety) – Council member O’Hagan commented that Glen Rock 
is in a thoroughfare of drug trafficking as evidenced with the amount of heroin seized.  Council 
member O’Hagan noted that the Police Department has an excellent relationship with surrounding 
towns and the County.  Word gets out to stay away from Glen Rock if you have drugs.   
 
Council member Orseck (Parks & Recreation) – The Recreation Advisory Board meets the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month at 8 p.m. and the Arboretum meets the 2nd Thursday at 8 a.m.  The pool 
continues to be a hub of activity.  July 5th there was an incident at the pool where a patron needed 
to be removed via backboard from the pool.  Police and Ambulance were called and the patron was 
transported to Valley Hospital.  The pool staff is to be commended on their professionalism and 
knowledge during this incident.  Wednesday Night Something Else has been going extremely well 
and attendance is growing every week.  The program will run for six weeks with the final week 
being July 31st.   
 
Council member Surrago (Public Works) – The paving program began today with Glen Avenue.  
The landfill at the Recycling Center has been cleaned up with Superstorm Sandy debris.  DPW has 
been working twice a week in Sycamore Park for clean-up from storms and fallen trees.  The 
Council authorized the hiring of an Arborist, with Phase I and II reports being completed.  DPW 
has planted three species of trees at the Recycling Center as a test program for trees planted under 
wires, as they don’t reach the same height as current trees.  Residents will receive, with their tax 
bill, a sticker which must be affixed on the driver’s side of your vehicle to access the landfill area.  
To obtain a second sticker, please e-mail the DPW and one will be sent to you. 
 
Council member Pazan (Library) – Thanks to the Library Board, staff and volunteers for the many 
activities held at the library.  Great place to “hang out”, especially during the hot days.  Council 
member Pazan listed the many, many programs at the library.  E-books can be downloaded from 
the library.   
 
Motion to accept the department reports as presented was made by Council member Pazan, 
seconded by Council member Surrago. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes  
Council Member Orseck - yes    Council Member Surrago – yes 
Council Member Biggs – yes   Council Member Nogara – yes 

     
5. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: (Before speaking at the meeting, each person must 

state their name and address.  5 minute limit) 
 
Mayor van Keuren commented there has been speculation that the Council is on the verge of 
making a decision regarding the turf field.  Mayor van Keuren clarified that the Council is not on 
the verge of this decision nor is this Council meeting’s public portion dedicated solely to the 
discussion of a turf field.  There are many unanswered questions regarding the field, including 
design, finances and whether it should even be done at all. 
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William Huisking, 65 Andover Terrace – Mr. Huisking reiterated how diligent our police are with 
people transporting drugs through Glen Rock.  It is a well known fact in the “drug world” if you 
travel through Glen Rock, you will get caught.  Secondly, Mr. Huisking commented on the turf field 
and noted he believes Game On Glen Rock did nothing incorrect running a non-profit organization.  
Mr. Huisking commented his taxes have doubled in ten years with salaries going up 3%.  The issue 
is where do we stop.  The Council is our leadership on financial decisions.  Mr. Huisking questioned 
funding for one group and not another … fairness in funding.  Mr. Huisking disagreed that a turf 
field would increase the value of our real estate.  Studies show that 90% of buyers look at the actual 
home, location and the education their children will receive. 
 
Karl Petersson, 16 Franklin Place – Mr. Petersson also believes if someone wants their children to 
do something they should be willing to pay for it and not “pass the buck” to someone else to pick up 
the expense.  Mr. Petersson believes at best a turf field would be frivolous and the Council should 
not burden current and future residents with the expense of a turf field. 
 
Robert Rundle, 76 Thurston Terrace – Mr. Rundle strongly encouraged the Council to look at the 
turf field proposal.  Mr. Rundle commented what we have to play sports on is a beat up field full of 
rocks which is not viable for today’s sports.  Part of the attraction of Glen Rock is the variety of 
sports available to our children.  The field in its current condition is close to being unplayable.  The 
sports groups are willing to do what they can; however it cannot be done solely by them.   
 
Ira Quiat, 17 DeYoung Road – Mr. Quiat believes when new residents come to town they first look 
at the school system and then the quality of life, mostly for their children.  Mr. Quiat is concerned 
there will be a major incident due to the field quality or the league removes Glen Rock from 
playing due to the condition of their fields. 
 
William Ivers, 285 Dunham Place – Mr. Ivers questioned if Faber Field is the correct location for a 
turf field as there is a lot of water emanating from Diamond Brook.  Mr. Ivers believes an 
environmental study needs to be revisited and what would be the environmental impact if a field 
were put at this location. 
 
Mayor van Keuren replied he has asked the Borough Engineer to address the concerns expressed 
from Mr. Ivers in an e-mail sent to the Mayor. 
 
Clare Christopher, 109 Central Avenue – Mrs. Christopher commented she does not want a turf 
field at Faber Field as there are two beautiful, new turf fields at the High School.  Mrs. Christopher 
commented there needs to come a point when the line is drawn.  Mrs. Christopher commented that 
people are concerned and embarrassed about our fields, how about the embarrassment of having 
some of the highest taxes in the nation.  The pool of future home buyers is becoming increasingly 
smaller with our high taxes.  Mrs. Christopher commented sometimes kids need time off, many of 
them are playing year-round sports.  Mrs. Christopher asked why a turf field is more important 
than another fund raising effort just a quarter mile away, an outdoor education facility at the 
Arboretum. 
   
Mayor van Keuren asked if anyone wanted to speak on a subject other than the turf field. 
 
Georgenne Betterbed, President of the Friends of the Library – 82% of Glen Rock residents holds a 
library card.  Unfortunately, over the past few years funding for the Library has declined.  Ms. 
Betterbed noted the constant number of hours the Library is in use, by comparison the number of 
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hours Faber Field lies dormant.  Ms. Betterbed challenged the Council to match the funding given 
to the library by the Friends if the Council funds the turf field.  If the Council chooses to fund the 
turf field, will they also increase the funding to the library rather than reducing it even further.  
The library benefits everyone, not just some.   
 
Dave Behar, 28 Holt Avenue – Mr. Behar wanted to publicly thank the Building Department and 
inspectors for their timeliness during a recent inspection he had on his home. 
 
Elizabeth Carr, 231 Hamilton Avenue – Mrs. Carr commented that sports (fields) keep our 
children off the streets. 
 
Vicki Fleiss, 36 Emerson Road – Mrs. Fleiss clarified that the Library renovation was paid for 
without public funding.  A loan was received from the town, which was paid back 100% with any 
other money raised through private funding. 
 
Mark Sabow, 35 Amherst Court (President, Recreation Advisory Board) – Mr. Sabow commented 
even if nothing is done at Faber Field the flooding will continue.  At some point proper drainage 
needs to be installed, whether it is a grass field for 1.5 million or a turf field for a little more it must 
be done.  Glen Rock is fortunate so many children want to play sports. 
 
Bruce Packer, 44 Stonefield Road (President, GRBA; Board Member of Game On Glen Rock) – 
Mr. Packer stated this field is not a want, but rather a need.  Injury reports are on the rise and 
more have been filed this year than ever before.  Mr. Packer stated a natural field is not practical 
for this area and in 4-5 years a grass field will look much as it does today.  Mr. Packer believes new 
homeowners look at the schools and the recreation programs.  Mr. Packer encouraged people to 
read the engineer’s report which states many of the concerns, i.e. flooding, are not issues.  
Additionally, many of the reasons stated for opposition are not true.  Mr. Packer directed residents 
to the Game On Glen Rock website which answers many of the frequently asked questions. 
 
Michael Leible, 172 Fairmount Avenue – Mr. Leible commented the Glen Rock fields are far 
beyond repair, turf would solve many problems.  The subject of turf field first arose sixteen years 
ago when a field representative addressed the Recreation Advisory Board … still nothing has been 
done. 
 
Perry DeGregorio, 164 Rock Road – Mr. DeGregorio brought to mind the 13 empty stores 
currently in the Central Business District, which he believes are a result of the high taxes.  Mr. 
DeGregorio believes the “mouth piece” for this subject has become an entity that is not the 
governing body for the town.  Stories are being published as if they are gospel from the town, which 
they are not.  Mr. DeGregorio believes a turf field is a luxury and injuries are a part of sports.  
There is no supporting research stating a turf field will increase our property values.  There have 
been many negative issues with a turf field that have not been publicized.   
 
Ryan McNair, 363 Doremus Avenue – Mr. McNair lives across from Faber Field and noted 5-6 
days after a rain there is still standing water on the field.  There is no question drainage is a serious 
problem with this field and it is an understatement something needs to be done.   
 
Steve Beiter, 45 Waldron Avenue – Mr. Beiter is concerned with the amount of vacancies in the 
Central Business District as a result of high taxes and consequently, rents.  Mr. Beiter commented 
on the little amount of money that has been raised for the turf field, which speaks loudly as to what 
the residents in town want.  Secondly, for years the subject of additional senior housing has been 
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“talked” about and still nothing has happened.  Senior citizens are being forced out of a town they 
have lived in for decades, raised their families and love. 
 
Michael Stewart, 44 Delmar Avenue – Dr. Stewart addressed his constituents (instead of the 
Council).  Dr. Stewart is the Chairman of Game On Glen Rock.  GOGR has been a 501©3 
organization for 16 months and has diligently been trying to raise funds.  Over 530 residents have 
contributed to our fund raising efforts.  Dr. Stewart stated from the onset GOGR expected to raise 
20% of the funding from the town, it was never a goal to achieve 100% funding from the residents.  
Ridgewood took over five years to raise the necessary funds.  Dr. Stewart stated GOGR will 
continue to raise funds for this field.  Dr. Stewart stated if the Council chooses to take on this 
project GOGR will be right there next to them raising funds to offset any tax burden.  If the 
Council decides not to take on this project GOGR will still continue to fund this project.  Dr. 
Stewart cited two recent incidents of a 10 and 13 year old obtaining injuries as a direct result of the 
field condition. 
 
Cindy Mehallow, Chair of the Environmental Commission – Mrs. Mehallow addressed Dr. 
Stewart’s remarks clarifying the resident’s in the audience are not Dr. Stewart’s constituents but 
rather Mrs. Mehallow’s constituents as she is a sworn member of the Environmental Commission.  
Mrs. Mehallow commented that the Environmental Commission does not have a liaison to the 
Council, though GOGR does.   
 
Mayor van Keuren objected to Mrs. Mehallow’s comments, clarifying that GOGR does not get any 
special treatment and anything they have to say to the Council is done at a Council meeting.   
 
Mrs. Mehallow questioned why there is a Council liaison to GOGR listed on the borough website 
though there is none listed for the Environmental Commission.  Additionally, Council members will 
give reports on GOGR at Council meetings though no reports are given on the Environmental 
Commission unless a commission member is present. 
 
Mrs. Mehallow commented that Lower Faber Field is the wrong location for a 2.5 million 
investment as it is in a flood plain.  Mrs. Mehallow presented numerous documents supporting this 
argument.  Additionally, the engineer’s report, which was prepared for GOGR, shows the high 
water table as well as the unsuitable soil at this location which would only compound drainage 
issues.  Mrs. Mehallow also brought attention to the Master Plan which states land should be 
protected and preserved along the Diamond Brook.  The Stormwater Management Plan, which was 
created in 2006, in recognition of the need for a comprehensive coordinated response for 
stormwater management.  The proposed location for the turf field is problematic as it is in wetlands 
and a partial flood zone.  This land plays a crucial role in the drainage and stormwater 
management infrastructure of the borough as it slows the run-off of rainwater and allows it to 
absorb into the soil it mitigates flooding along Diamond Brook.  Mrs. Mehallow noted that 
Ridgewood built their turf field in a flood zone and within a few months it was flooded with a repair 
of $21,000 required, paid for by the residents.   
 
Mrs. Mehallow believes this represents misplaced priorities.  Mrs. Mehallow brought to mind 
people trying to go under the train trestle on Maple Avenue when there is a heavy downpour.  
Flooding on many Glen Rock streets is also a safety issue. 
 
Hannah Jurek, 343 Doremus Avenue – As a resident of Doremus Avenue, Mrs. Jurek is opposed to 
a turf field and would rather see a grass field.   
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Ted Bielen, 142 Sycamore Terrace – Mr. Bielen commented our greatest asset is our children and 
he personally has dedicated himself to our children.  Mr. Bielen has spent many years on Faber 
Field and feels a turf field is a necessity, not a luxury.  Mr. Bielen commented his concern is 
teaching our children the fundamentals of the sport and keeping them healthy and injury-free.  Mr. 
Bielen stated GOGR has done all the proper steps toward a turf field installation.   
 
Bob Krumm, 94 West Main Street – Mr. Krumm thought there would be wide-spread support for a 
turf field and have found out differently, even from their target constituents.  If the families who 
would benefit most from this project aren’t supportive, why would the town consider making 
everyone else pay for it?  The supporters are asking for ownership of a public park.  Mr. Krumm 
suggested curbside pick-up for vegetative debris as a way of enhancing property values.  This issue 
has been around for a lot longer than artificial turf.  Residents have asked for this service and have 
been told the town cannot afford it.  How is it we can afford a project that benefits a small segment 
of the population; however one that would benefit everybody is deemed too expensive?  Mr. 
Krumm stated his skepticism that the Council is neutral on this project as one council member has 
spoken publicly in support of a turf field.  Mr. Krumm thanked the Council for seeking public 
input and hopes there will be other opportunities for input prior to a decision being made. 
 
Diane Herrlett, 5 Franklin Place – Mrs. Herrlett cautioned the residents that this issue not become 
a older citizen versus younger citizen issue.  Not all senior citizens are retired; however all residents 
must live within their income. 
 
Rob Scherer, 419 Rock Road – Mr. Scherer commented all the arguments against the field he finds 
insulting and believes the real issue is the tax impact.  Mr. Scherer stated the most important 
argument is that this is about our children, their safety and keeping them occupied. 
 
John Gunther, 54 Glen Boulevard – Mr. Gunther is the head football coach of the 5th/6th grade 
teams.  As a coach, Mr. Gunther vowed to his parents he would protect their children, teach them 
team culture and commit to winning.  Mr. Gunther stated the fields are not safe; however they 
work around the obstacles.  Regarding team culture this brings the question how prepared are you 
versus your competition.  For example, four people from the team are making preparations to miss 
practice due to inclement weather and the effects of it.  Regarding team culture our children do not 
take a lot of pride in their environment (i.e. field) and as a result it impacts how they approach their 
games.     
 
Leslie Kameny, 33 Beech Road – Ms. Kameny is opposed to the turf field due to environmental 
concerns; however does hope this issue does not polarize the town.  Environmental issues are also 
for the children and we’ll accomplish much more working together than apart. 
 
Jeff Meltzer, 33 Wilson Street – Mr. Meltzer stated tonight is not about whether there is support 
for sports in town or not; but rather the financial aspect of such a project.  If the town is going to 
add a significant expense to the budget, then something else must be cut.  The question is what is 
the town willing to cut?  No question, everyone would love to have better fields.  What are we 
prepared to give up to do this? 
 
Jim Quinlan, 95 Rodney Street – Mr. Quinlan was also soccer coach at a time when our children 
played on our “terrible” fields.  These terrible fields produced State Champions.  Mr. Quinlan finds 
it offensive to here that if our fields are less than stellar our children will not play and find trouble 
to get into.  Our children are good kids, because they come from good, involved parents.  Last time 
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Mr. Quinlan checked we already have two turf fields in town; what is wrong with sharing?  Mr. 
Quinlan suggested the public make the decision and put this issue to a referendum. 
 
April Rivkin, 465 Doremus – Mrs. Rivkin does not support a turf field.  All of us have fixed budgets 
and must live within those means.  When this subject was first presented, GOGR was going to raise 
funds independent of the Borough; now they are approaching the borough for assistance and the 
cost has gone from 1.5 million to 2.5.  We are an entitled society and this is just another luxury.  
Necessities are a police department, ambulance/fire, school system, library and municipal services.   
 
Jack Kopf, 25 Godfrey Terrace – Mr. Kopf commented that the town needs to take responsibility 
for allowing the fields to deteriorate to the condition they are currently in.  The town needs to look 
at what it would take to renovate the fields to playable condition.  Also, we need to look at the 
overuse of the field, which is not going away without scheduling changes.  Mr. Kopf expressed 
concern that even with all Glen Rock has to offer, we’re quickly approaching our cap. 
 
Rich Gallagher, Forest Road – Mr. Gallagher commented both sides have good arguments for their 
cause.  Yes, taxes are high.  We’re very fortunate to have the volunteers and services Glen Rock 
offers.  Sometimes we can’t give our children everything, although we would all like to.  Mr. 
Gallagher believes the best solution would be to let the people decide with a referendum. 
 
Mayor van Keuren reiterated that the Council has not made, nor even tried, to make a decision 
regarding a turf field.  The Council is aware of the need, the conditions and environment of this 
area.  The Council is also aware that this is not the only consideration before them.  There are other 
issues that have the potential for significant funding as well.  Last year the Borough had to raise 
their property tax portion in an attempt to rebuild our surplus due to decreased tax evaluations, 
unpaid taxes.  The rebuilding of our surplus is of utmost importance.  Mayor van Keuren stated the 
question is can we do this project, when and if keeping in mind there are other major capital 
projects needing to be addressed.   
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn the public meeting made by Council member Orseck 
Seconded by Council member Surrago 
Meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 


