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Minutes of Public Council Meeting - September 16, 2015 

 

PUBLIC MEETING – Wednesday, September 16, 2015 at 8:00 p.m. 

 

There will be a Public Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Glen Rock on 

Wednesday, September 16, 2015, at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building. 

 

Agenda: (May be subject to change)  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER /ROLL CALL 

 

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law.  This Meeting 

was included in a list of meeting notices sent to the Bergen Record and advertised in said 

newspaper in January, posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, and has remained 

continuously posted as the required notices under the Statue.  In addition, a copy of this notice is 

and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 

In accordance with the New Jersey State Fire & Safety Code I call your attention to the lighted exit 

signs. In the event the alarm sounds, move in an orderly manner toward the exit nearest you and 

leave the building.   

 

Council Member O’Hagan – present  Council Member Pazan – present 

Council Member Orseck – present  Council Member Surrago – present  

 Council Member Nogara – present  Council Member Martin - present 

 

2. FLAG SALUTE/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

Council member Nogara led the Council and audience in the flag salute. 

 

Mayor van Keuren read two pieces of resident correspondence; one regarding toys that were stolen 

from the front yard.  This resident praised Officer John Tarantino for his understanding and 

thoroughness in finding and returning the toys.  A second letter was read regarding a resident who 

found it necessary to call 911.  The police arrived prior to the ambulance and were very calming 

and administered oxygen to the resident.  These two officers were Frank Riggio and Greg Carter.  

 

3.        CONSENT AGENDA 

 

All items listed are considered to be routine and non-controversial by the Borough Council and will 

be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion on these items unless a Council 

member(s) so request it, in which case the item(s) will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 

considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.  The one motion signifies adoption of all 

resolutions, received and filed letters, correspondence, reports and approval of applications and 

minutes. 

  

 Correspondence:    

  

 Resolutions: 

 

1.  Resolution Approval of Minutes - Executive Session 7/8, 7/27 & 7/29/15 Closed   

   Session 7/8, 7/27& 7/29/15 Public Meeting 7/29/15 

 

Resolution No. 180-15 

Offered by Council Member Pazan 
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Seconded by Council Member Martin  
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Minutes of: 

 

Executive Session –7/8, 7/27 & 7/29/15  

Closed Session –7/8, 7/27 & 7/29/15   

Public Meeting  7/29/15 

Be accepted as submitted. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago - yes 

 Council Member Nogara - yes   Council Member Martin – yes 

 

                        2.  Resolution Authorizing County Roads Resurfacing Shared Service Agreement  

 

Resolution No: 181-15 

Offered by Council Member: Pazan 

Seconded by Council Member:  Martin 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING COUNTY ROAD RESURFACING 

SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT 

 

 WHEREAS, the County of Bergen (County) designed and implemented a plan to  resurface 

streets in the Borough of Glen Rock, including but not limited to Ackerman Avenue and 

Harristown Road; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the County has prepared a Shared Services Agreement on the County Road 

Resurfacing program for our review and consent annexed hereto. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Glen 

Rock, that the Borough Administrator has executed the Shared Services Agreement with the 

County of Bergen for County Road Resurfacing. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan – yes 

 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago – yes 

 Council Member Nogara – yes   Council Member Martin – yes 

 

  3.  Resolution Supporting Property Tax Reward Program - PULLED 

 

              4.  Resolution Authorizing Capital Alternative Corp to Prepare Application for   

   Municipal Aid (Rock Rd & Maple Ave. Intersection) 

 

Resolution No. 182-15 

Offered by Council Member Pazan 

Seconded by Council Member Martin 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the municipality of GLEN ROCK that 

application is made to the Commissioner of Transportation for aid under the New Jersey Trust 

Fund Authority Act for: 

 

(1) Maple Avenue/Rock Road Intersection-Municipal Aid program 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has determined that such application(s) should be prepared by Capital 

Alternatives Corporation, the grants specialists engaged by the municipality for assistance in such 

matters. 

 

RESOLVED, that Capital Alternatives Corporation is authorized to prepare, assemble, and submit 

the necessary documentation on behalf of the municipality of GLEN ROCK for the stated 

project(s). 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago – yes 

 Council Member Nogara - yes   Council Member Martin – yes 

 

  5.  Resolution for Non-Fair and Open Contract (Beck Bros.) 

 

Resolution No.:183-15 

Offered by Council Member: Pazan 

Seconded by Council Member: Martin 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT FOR 

HVAC SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Glen Rock has a need to acquire HVAC services as a non-fair 

and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 or 20.5; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Kelly Lombardi, QPA, has determined and certified in writing that the value 

of the acquisition will exceed $17,500; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is 12 months; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Beck Bros. Heating and Cooling has submitted a proposal indicating that they 

will provide installation of A/C, HVAC to the Fire Department Building, maintenance and repair to 

the HVAC systems in the Municipal Building ; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Beck Bros. Heating and Cooling has completed and submitted a Business 

Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Beck Bros. Heating and Cooling has not made 

any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of Glen Rock, in 

the previous one year and that the contract will prohibit Beck Bros. Heating and Cooling from 

making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Lenora Benjamin, CFO, has certified that funds are provided for in the 2015 

Municipal Budget and Capital Budget pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4; and 

 

 NOW THEREFOR BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of Glen Rock, that the 
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Qualified Purchasing Agent is hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Beck Bros. Heating 

and Cooling as declared herein; and 

  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the 

Determination of Value be placed on file with this Resolution; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk shall cause to be published, 

notification of the award of the Non-Fair and Open Contract as required by the Local Public 

Contracts Law. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan - yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago - yes 

 Council Member Nogara - yes   Council Member Martin - yes 

 

  6.  Resolution for Purchase of a Loader 

 

Resolution No. 184-15 

Offered by Council Member Pazan 

Seconded by Council Member Martin 

  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF A JOHN DEERE LOADER THROUGH THE 

MRESC COOPERATIVE PRICING AGREEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Glen Rock is a member of the Middlesex Regional Educational 

Services Commission Pricing Cooperative and desires to use the Co-op for the purchase of a John 

Deere 544K 4WD loader; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Middlesex Regional Educational Services Commission Pricing Cooperative (ID # 

11-BeCCP), awarded a contract to Jesco, MRESC Bid #14/15-04 for the purchase of said loader; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Director of the DPW, Robert Tirserio, has also determined that it is in the best 

interest of the Borough to also trade in a CASE 621B to Jesco, for the trade in allowance of 

$9,000.00; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Glen Rock authorize the purchase of 

the John Deere 544K loader under the MRESC Bid #14/15-04 in the contract amount of $ 

158,059.17, which includes the trade in allowance. 

      

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan -yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck - yes   Council Member Surrago - yes 

 Council Member Nogara - yes   Council Member Martin - yes 

 

                         7.  Resolution Approving Submission of Grant Application and Agreement with   

   NJDOT (Rock Rd/Maple Ave Intersection)  

 

Resolution No. 185-15 

Offered by Council Member Pazan 
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Seconded by Council Member Martin 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Resolution Approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant agreement with the 

New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Rock Road/Maple Avenue Intersection 

Project. 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Glen Rock is requesting funding from the New Jersey Department of 

Transportation Municipal Aid Program. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Council of the Borough of Glen Rock formally 

approves the grant application for the above stated project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic 

grant application identified as MA-2016-Maple Avenue/Rock Road Intersection-00070 to the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Glen Rock. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant 

agreement on behalf of the Borough of Glen Rock and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the 

terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 

 

My signature and the Clerk’s seal serve to acknowledge the above resolution and constitute acceptance of 

the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approve the execution of the grant agreement as 

authorized by the resolution above. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago – yes 

 Council Member Nogara - yes   Council Member Martin – yes 

 

  8.  Resolution Authorizing Recycling Contract (Atlantic Coast Fiber)  

              

Resolution No.  186-15 

Offered by Council Member Pazan  

Seconded by Council Member Martin  
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RECYCLING MATERIAL CONTRACT 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Glen Rock, pursuant to the provisions of Borough Ordinance 

§184.1 et seq, has established a mandatory program for recycling materials as defined therein; 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Glen Rock is in need of a vendor to sell its recyclable materials;  

 

 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:11-5(s) exempts from public bid contracts covering the marketing 

of recyclable materials recovered through a recycling program; 

 

 WHEREAS, Atlantic Coast Fiber, LLC has submitted a proposal for a five (5) year 

agreement
1
 dated August 20, 2015 setting forth the anticipated price to be paid to the Borough for 

                                                 
1
Permitted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-15(1)(C)(3) 
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the recycling material described therein, which agreement may be terminated by the Borough of 

Glen Rock upon thirty (30) days prior written notice for cause and sixty (60) days prior written 

notice in the event of the decision to privatize the collection of recyclable materials within the 

Borough of Glen Rock.  A copy of said proposal is on file in the office of the Borough Clerk; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the proposal of Atlantic Coast Fiber, LLC has been recommended for 

approval by the Director of the Department of Public Works and has been reviewed by the 

Qualified Purchasing Agent, Kelly Lombardi. 

 

 NOW THEREFOR BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of Glen Rock, that the 

Mayor and the Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Atlantic Coast 

Fiber, LLC in the form on file with the Borough Clerk, for a term of three (3) years. 

  

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck - yes   Council Member Surrago – yes  

 Council Member Nogara – yes   Council Member Martin– yes  

 

  9.  Resolution Authorizing Property Tax Adjustment (B43 L1.16) 

 

Resolution No. 187-15 

Offered by Council Member Pazan 

Seconded by Martin 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PROPERTY TAX ADJUSTMENT 

 
WHEREAS:  the 2015 property tax assessment on Block 43 Lot 1.16 known as 1 Glen Rock Square, 

Unit D1, then assessed to Georgetown Development,  was originally valued at $90,000 for land only, 

and billed for $2,471.40 and, 

 

WHEREAS: said property was developed as Affordable Housing and purchased in February 2015 

in the amount of $37,385, and due to resale restrictions  on the property, the Tax Assessor has fully 

assessed the property at a value of $35,000, and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the Assessor of Taxes recommends that the 2015 

total tax collected should be $961.10 and that the amount of $1,510.30 be dismissed from collection 

for the year 2015. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck - yes   Council Member Surrago – yes  

 Council Member Nogara – yes   Council Member Martin– yes  

 

Mayor van Keuren commented he does not participate in social media and he encourages the 

Council not to participate as well.  Every year at Convention there are many classes also 

encouraging elected officials not to participate.  Mayor van Keuren has been told there are many 

comments regarding the Property Tax Reward Program.  A letter will be sent to all business 

owners in town inviting them to a discussion on Tuesday, September 29th, 7:30 p.m. to talk about 

this program.  The Council is simply reacting to requests from the business owners.  As a result, 

this resolution is being removed from tonight’s agenda. 
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*************** 

 

                     Motion to accept consent agenda by Council Member Pazan 

            Seconded by Council Member Martin 

                          

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan – yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck - yes   Council Member Surrago – yes  

 Council Member Nogara – yes   Council Member Martin– yes  

 

*************** 

  10.  Resolution Appointing Investigator 

 

Resolution No.:189-15 

Offered by Council Member: O’Hagan 

Seconded by Council Member: Orseck 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 RESOLUTION APPOINTING SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR 

  

 WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:14-118 and Borough Ordinance § 40-10(B), 

the Council of the Borough of Glen Rock is designated as the Appropriate Authority to make full 

determinations on various Police Department matters; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-118 specifically authorizes the Council/Appropriate Authority 

to undertake investigations of the operations of the Police Department; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Appropriate Authority has received a letter dated August 27, 2015 from 

Patrick O’Dea, Esq., attorney for Chief Frederick Stahman and Captain Jonathan Miller, for an 

investigation as to alleged disclosures of confidential information from the meeting of the 

Appropriate Authority held on August 17, 2015; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a release of confidential information is, at a minimum, a serious breach of an 

employee’s/official’s code of conduct and fiduciary/ethical duty; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Appropriate Authority agrees that an independent investigation be 

conducted on this issue, as well as any other collateral issues arising therefrom. 

  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT,  

 

 RESOLVED, that Dennis Calo, Esq., of the firm Hartmann Doherty Rosa Berman 

Bulbulia, LLC, be and is hereby appointed as an Independent Investigator for the Appropriate 

Authority concerning allegations arising from the alleged release of confidential information 

referenced in the letter of Patrick O’Dea, Esq., a copy of which is annexed hereto, together with any 

other collateral issues which may arise during the course of this investigation. The Independent 

Investigator is authorized to utilize all investigative powers necessary (i.e. subpoena) to carry out 

the charge noted herein at a rate of $200.00 per hour; and be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute any and all 

necessary documents; and be it further 
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 RESOLVED, that this contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional 

service” in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contract Law because the 

contract is for a service performed by a person (s) certified by the State of New Jersey to render 

legal services. A notice of this action shall be printed once in the Ridgewood News; and be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that this appointment is made after a “non-fair and open” process in 

accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 and is, therefore subject to the 

restrictions set forth herein; and be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that a copy of the Resolution and Contract, once executed, will be on file and 

available for public inspection in the Borough Clerk’s office. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan -yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck - yes   Council Member Surrago - yes 

 Council Member Nogara- yes   Council Member Martin - yes 

 

  11.  Resolution Increasing Investigation Budget 

 

Resolution No.: 188-15 

Offered by Council Member: O’Hagan 

Seconded by Council Member:  Orseck 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 RESOLUTION FUNDING SPECIAL INVESTIGATION 

  

 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 106-15, Judge Alexander H. Carver III, R.J.S.C., was duly 

appointed as Special Investigator over designated Police Department administrative and personnel 

issues; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the initial budget for these services as noted within Resolution No.106-15 was 

estimated to be $10,000.00, subject to further approval by the Appropriate Authority; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator/Chief Financial Officer has recommended that the 

budget for services to be rendered by the Special Investigator be increased to an amount of 

$30,000.00 due to unanticipated events occurring during the course of the investigation. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT,  

 

 RESOLVED, that Resolution No. 106-15 is amended to increase the budget of $10,000.00 to 

an amount not to exceed $30,000.00; and be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the services of Judge Alexander H. Carver III, R.J.S.C., shall be 

expanded to cover any assistance needed by the Borough Administrator in conducting an 

investigation as approved by the Appropriate Authority on September 9, 2015. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan -yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck - yes   Council Member Surrago - yes 

 Council Member Martin - yes   Council Member Nogara - yes 
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*************** 

 

Council member O’Hagan read a statement regarding the need for fire sirens.  This statement was 

prepared by Fire Chief Tom Jennings and Art Zanotti.  The full statement is available on line as 

well as on file in the Clerk’s office. 

 

*************** 

 

4.         ORDINANCES 

 

Ordinance Procedure # 1723 (Emerson Road) 

Date of Introduction:  September 16, 2015 

 

Council Resolution #190-15 

Introduced by Council Member Martin 

Seconded by Council Member Surrago 

 

Be It Resolved by the Borough Council of the Borough of Glen Rock that AN ORDINANCE TO 

AMEND CHAPTER 216 OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH 

OF GLEN ROCK - 1971 AS AMENDED ENTITLED "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” BEING AN 

ORDINANCE REGULATING THE PARKING AND OPERATION OF VEHICLES WITHIN 

THE BOROUGH; TO RESTRICT PARKING ON CERTAIN STREETS WITHIN THE 

BOROUGH 

 

Heretofore introduced and does now pass on first reading, and that the said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on September 30,  2015 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon 

thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the Municipal Building in the Borough of Glen Rock, 

and that at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard 

concerning said ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to 

publish said ordinance in the Bergen Record according to law with a notice of its introduction and 

passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said ordinance will be further 

considered for final passage. 

  

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan - yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago - yes   

 Council Member Nogara - yes   Council Member Martin - yes 

 

BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK 

ORDINANCE NO. 1723 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 216 OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES 

OF THE BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK - 1971 AS AMENDED ENTITLED "VEHICLES AND 

TRAFFIC” BEING AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE PARKING AND OPERATION OF 

VEHICLES WITHIN THE BOROUGH; TO RESTRICT PARKING ON CERTAIN STREETS 

WITHIN THE BOROUGH 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council, the Borough of Glen Rock, County of 

 Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

 Section I - Chapter 216 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Glen Rock 
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1971 as amended being an Ordinance entitled "Vehicles and Traffic" is hereby amended as to the 

following section: 

 

 1. Section 216-30 entitled “Schedule II: “Parking Prohibited Certain Hours” is hereby 

amended by adding thereto the following: 

 

Name of Street Side  Hours   Location 

Emerson Road North  During School  Between Berkeley 

    Session Hours  and Belmont  

 

Emerson Road South  Any Time  Inclusive     

  

 Section II. VALIDITY-SEVERABILITY.  If the provisions of any section, sub-section, 

paragraph, subdivision, or clause of this Ordinance shall be held invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such judgment shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of this Ordinance but such 

judgment shall be confined in its operation to the section, paragraph, subdivision or clause directly 

involved in the controversy in which said judgment shall have been rendered. 

 

 Section III All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with the provisions 

hereof are hereby repealed.  

 

 Section IV This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage as required by law. 

*************** 

Motion to withdraw Ord. #1722 –Final Reading – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 230 

OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF GLEN ROCK TO, 1971 

ENTITLED “ZONING” BEING AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A UNIFORM SET OF 

ZONING REQUIREMENTS; TO ADD AN S-2 – AGE RESTRICTED HOUSING DISTRICT.  

 

A motion was made by Council member O’Hagan to withdraw the final reading of Ordinance 1722, 

seconded by Council member Pazan. 

ROLL CALL: 

 Council Member O’Hagan - yes  Council Member Pazan - yes 

 Council Member Orseck – yes   Council Member Surrago - yes   

 Council Member Nogara - yes   Council Member Martin - yes 

            

5.         MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: (Before speaking at the meeting, each person must 

state their name and address. 5 minute limit) 

 

Christine Cofone, Borough Planner - Ms. Cofone explained the process the Planning Board went 

through to develop the S-2 Ordinance (#1722).  Over the last seven years there has been a 

committee organized to look into the development of additional senior housing.  In early 2014 a 

group met for a full year culminating in the Master Plan Reexamination which called for additional 

senior housing in the borough.  Prior to this reexamination there was also a group of residents, the 

Senior Citizen Advisory Group, which met for the same purpose of senior housing.  One of the key 

issues from both groups was that the housing be affordable.  During the time that both groups were 

meeting, the Borough was approached by a developer.  A developer who brought forth a plan of 

senior housing and requested a zoning change.  This is not an uncommon event, to work with a 

developer or respond to their request for a zone change.  This developer’s particular site does have 

some access issues.  Ms. Cofone and the Borough Engineer are working together to address these 
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access issues (which is one of the reasons why the S-2 Ordinance was withdrawn tonight).  When 

modifications are made to an ordinance after first reading the process must start over and the 

ordinance reintroduced.   

 

Ron D’Argenio, Prospect Street - Mr. D’Argenio agreed it is not unusual for a developer to propose 

zoning changes.  Mr. D’Argenio is concerned as he was told this ordinance did not have a 

relationship to a specific developer and this would be a template for the Borough.  Mr. D’Argenio 

disagrees that this ordinance should serve as a template, as this ordinance sets a bar of 45’ high 

buildings.   Once the door is opened it could become problematic.  The quickest way to ruin a 

community is with bad zoning.  Mr. D’Argenio believes this ordinance warrants a special hearing. 

 

Ms. Cofone commented that concerns will be addressed, there will be public meetings and the 

borough will continue to adhere to the Municipal Land Use Law, there simply is no way around it.  

Planning by zoning is certainly far superior to planning by variance. 

 

Council member Nogara asked if there are any advantages to setting the S-2 building height to 45’ 

as opposed to 35’ and secondly, at what stage should the Fire Department and Safety Committee be 

consulted. 

 

Ms. Cofone replied when there is a 45’ height you are able to do more things architecturally; 

however you would still end up with a three story building.  The buildings are regulated by code so 

there are other safeguards in place other than fire departments and safety committees. 

 

Bruce Packer, 44 Stonefield Road - Mr. Packer asked if this can be considered an explicit location 

as other locations have been discussed.   

 

Ms. Cofone replied she would not make that assumptions.  The creation of this ordinance simply 

gives the Borough the opportunity to say “this can go there” and creates a standard.  It does not 

negate the possibility of senior housing being built somewhere else.   

 

Mr. Packer commented residents should have first preference over any housing built. 

 

Ms. Cofone replied through Zoning we cannot control who gets to live where. 

 

Mr. Garibaldi agreed, adding this is a private development so we have no control over occupancy. 

 

Mr. Packer asked if “Glen Courts II” would be kept open to residents first. 

 

Mayor van Keuren replied it has not gotten definitive attention.  Glen Courts II would be like Glen 

Courts I, addressing a social need.  The Prospect Street location potentially would be a significant 

ratable for the Borough.  It would be good for the Borough from a financial standpoint; however 

that does not dominant the decision making, plays a role, yes; but not to the point to sacrifice things 

Mr. D’Argenio is concerned about.   

 

Jim Seaton, Ferndale Avenue - Mr. Seaton questioned if this is a privately run, for profit 

organization that would let anyone in, how can it be classified as Glen Rock Senior Citizen Housing. 

 

Mayor van Keuren clarified no one has classified it as that simply because of the reasons Mr. 

Seaton listed, much like the rest of the town.   

 

Mr. Seaton asked why this project is even being discussed if it isn’t Glen Rock Senior Citizen 
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Housing. 

 

Mayor van Keuren stated because it serves a social and financial need and there is a developer 

interested, similar to Indian Rock or Iris Circle.   

 

There were no further questions or comments for Christine Cofone. 

 

 

Council member Surrago noted that the Borough posts information on social media which are 

factual and informative.  Council member Surrago urged the public to contact one of the Council 

members, the Mayor or Borough Administrator if you want to get accurate information on any 

subject.  Please do not rely on social media.  Additionally, the Borough will be launching a senior 

citizen section on the website in the near future.   

 

At this point the meeting was opened to the public for comments and/or questions. 

 

Gerald Collins, Oxford Place - Mr. Collins commented about lap swimming and the portion of the 

summer when the pool is rented to the Wyckoff Sharks.  Mr. Collins referred to the financial 

numbers noted on the website and believes the revenue received from Wyckoff should not cause 

time taken away from resident lap swim when there is a surplus of revenue.   

 

Council member Surrago corrected Mr. Collins in that there isn’t a revenue.  The numbers noted 

on the website cover staffing but does not cover utilities or capital improvements.  The pool is not a 

money maker for the Borough. 

 

Council member Orseck added we have had an agreement with Wyckoff for many years, before lap 

swimming was provided to the residents.  Council member Orseck commented that a meeting was 

recently held where the Administrator, Recreation Director and she are specifically looking at these 

numbers. 

 

Mr. Collins urged the Council to discuss this is public and let the residents know when so they can 

attend.   

 

Borough Administrator commented this decision will not be made immediately as the Recreation 

Director will be taking most of the fall season to consider everyone’s opinion.   

 

Mr. Collins believes it is not up to Glen Rock to fill a need Wyckoff may have and urged the 

Council to consider the residents and their needs, not those of other towns. 

 

Charlie Russo, Daryl Court - Mr. Russo commented at the August 10, 2015 Council meeting the 

Silos Condo Homeowner’s Association made a request to have Daryl Court become a dedicated 

public road in Glen Rock.  They have followed every protocol to achieve this for the past two years.  

Daryl Court budgets $9,000 a year for snow removal of which the borough reimburses us $200.  

They believe this is a glaring form of double taxation.  Borough Administrator replied Daryl Court, 

just like the other condo associations, are private organizations.  They have private roads, funding 

and Boards.  Unfortunately, Daryl Court’s road is in a condition where it needs to be resurfaced.  

This is a responsibility of the Association.   

 

Mr. Russo commented they are simply asking for a fair and equitable return on their tax dollars.  

Daryl Courts pays $200,000 in taxes yet all we receive is $200.  Mr. Russo stated it is a private road, 

simply because that is the way the developer designed it.   
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Mr. Russo urged the Council to research this and reconsider.  Simply because we have a 

Homeowner’s Association and we’re a private road doesn’t mean we should be doubly taxed.  We 

should not be paying twice for snow removal. 

 

Mayor van Keuren commented this issue will be readdressed at a work session. 

 

 

Skip Huisking, 65 Andover Terrace - Mr. Huisking is running for Council.  Mr. Huisking asked 

about the special investigator resolution which was passed tonight and questioned if this means a 

lawsuit has been filed.  Borough Attorney Garibaldi replied there is no lawsuit; however, there was 

an article in The Record several weeks ago wherein it was intimated closed session information was 

disclosed to the media.  This investigator was hired to determine if there had been a leak of this 

private information.  Mr. Huisking asked if this investigator be working with Judge Carver.  Mr. 

Garibaldi replied no.  Mr. Huisking asked if Judge Carver’s report been received.  Mr. Garibaldi 

replied no, adding he has been told the report has been drafted and will be in our hands by the end 

of the month.  Mr. Huisking asked if the report will be published in its entirety.  Mr. Garibaldi 

replied, yes, that is the intention.  Do we have an estimated time of when the new report will be 

received from the special investigator?  Mr. Garibaldi replied we are hoping for the report in the 

next couple of weeks. 

 

Brian Kule, 120 Boulevard - Mr. Kule thanked the Council for including the business owner’s in 

their decision regarding the property tax adjustment.  Mr. Kule apologized for anything the 

Council may have taken offense to on Facebook.  Mayor van Keuren noted that the meeting on 

September 29
th

 is for business owners to express any concerns they may have, not just on the tax 

adjustment.   

 

Jim McKenna, 16 Cumberland Road - Mr. McKenna asked if Judge Carver gave any indication 

that the report would be good, bad or indifferent.  Mr. Garibaldi replied he did not.  Mr. McKenna 

asked with existing fire equipment, how high can the ladders go.  Fire Chief Jennings replied 75’.  

Council member O’Hagan noted with the S-2 ordinance it isn’t a matter of how high the ladders 

can go but rather how close we could get to the building.   

 

Gino Reina, 461 Prospect Street - Mr. Reina agreed with Mr. Kule and also thanked the Council 

for listening to the business owners.   

 

Kevin Davitt, 153 Glen Avenue - Mr. Davitt asked if the Judge is wrapping up his investigation why 

was there an increase in the budget.  Mr. Garibaldi replied that is for work that was previously 

done.  Mr. Davitt questioned what is going on with our Police Department and who is in charge.  

Council member O’Hagan replied the Chief and Captain are in charge.  Council member Martin 

noted that one of the investigator’s is investigating the Council.  Council member O’Hagan 

commented that we have a procedure to follow, which is what we are doing. 

 

Jules Royak, 22 Herold Drive - Mr. Royak asked if the old telephone poles will be removed or will 

they be leaving them side-by-side.  Borough Administrator Benjamin replied the old poles will be 

removed; however not any time soon.  It is a long arduous process with all utilities involved.  Mr. 

Royak thanked the powers that be for enforcing the water restrictions.  Mayor van Keuren noted 

that Ridgewood Water has complimented the Borough in achieving results.   

 

Rebecca Coll, 67 Hazelhurst - Ms. Coll asked for the status in the Stanislau lawsuit.  Mr. Garibaldi 

replied currently it is in discovery.  Ms. Coll asked mediation been scheduled.  Mr. Garibaldi 
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replied court mediation took place; however nothing materialized from that.  Talks are continuing.  

Ms. Coll who from the Borough attended the mediation.  Mr. Garibaldi replied he and the Borough 

Administrator attended.  Ms. Coll asked why no Council members attended.  Mr. Garibaldi replied 

it was just a fact finding meeting.  Ms. Coll continued with a variety of legal questions which were 

addressed by Mr. Garibaldi.   

 

 

 

 

 

Frank G., Fabulous Floors - Frank asked what has transpired regarding the property tax 

adjustment since the last meeting.  Mayor van Keuren replied the Council has received expressions 

of concern from four to five merchants.  Mayor van Keuren added since we were going to have an 

informational meeting anyway, why not listen to all parties involved.  Frank expressed concern that 

this program is just being delayed as he has presented a petition with 22 merchants who are 

interested in participating.   

 

6.         ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion to adjourn the public meeting made by Council member Orseck 

Seconded by Council member Surrago 

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 

 

 


